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Week Ending Friday, February 27, 1976 





Federal Trade Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Calvin Joseph Collier To Be Member and Chairman. 
February 21, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Calvin Joseph Collier, of McLean, Va., to be a Fed- 
eral Trade Commissioner for the term of 7 years from 
September 26, 1975. He will succeed Mayo Thompson, 
who resigned effective September 1, 1975. Upon con- 
firmation by the Senate, the President intends to designate 
Mr. Collier as Chairman of the Commission. He has been 
the Associate Director for Economics and Government in 
the Office of Management and Budget, after having served 
as General Counsel of the Federal Trade Commission 
from July 1973 to April 1975. 

Mr. Collier was born on January 6, 1942, in Berwyn, 
Ill., and received his A.B. degree from Grinnell College 
in 1964. He was elected to Phi Beta Kappa while at Grin- 
nell. He attended Duke University School of Law and re- 
ceived his LL.B. in 1967. He was the editor of the Duke 
Law Review and was elected to the Order of the Coif. He 
was a law clerk for Judge Harold Leventhal of the United 
States Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit and was later 
associated with the firm of Kirkland and Ellis. 

In 1969, Mr. Collier became Special Assistant to the 
General Counsel at the Department of Commerce and 
later became Special Assistant to the Under Secretary and 
Deputy Under Secretary. He was named Director of Ur- 
ban Program Coordination for the Department of Hous- 
ing and Urban Development in 1973. 

Mr. Collier is married to the former Mary Evans, and 
they have three children. 


United States Ambassador to Nepal 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Marquita M. Maytag. February 21, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Marquita M. Maytag, of La Jolla, Calif., to be Am- 
bassador to the Kingdom of Nepal. She will succeed 
William I. Cargo, who will be reassigned. Mrs. Maytag 
has been director of Regency Galleries of Los Angeles since 
1973, and director of Grand Central Industrial Centre in 
Glendale, Calif., since 1972. 

Born on December 4, 1925, in Los Angeles, Calif., 
Mrs. Maytag attended the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles. 

Mrs. Maytag served as a member of the board of the 
American Conservative Union from 1969 to 1972, and 
as director of the Architectural Engineering Products, 
Inc., in San Diego, from 1969 to 1973. 

Mrs. Maytag and her six children reside in La Jolla, 
Calif. 


Department of Housing and 
Urban Development 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
James L. Young To Be Assistant Secretary for Housing 


Management. February 21, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate James L. Young, of Bellevue, Wash., to be an Assist- 
ant Secretary of Housing and Urban Development. His 
area of responsibility will be Housing Management. He 
will succeed H. R. Crawford, who resigned effective Janu- 
ary 27, 1976. Mr. Young has been Regional Adminis- 
trator of the Department of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment in Seattle, Wash., since April 1974. 
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Born on September 8, 1932, in Swain, Ark:, Mr. Young 
received his A.A. degree from Pueblo College in Pueblo, 
Colo., in 1953 and his B.A. from Western State College 
in 1955. 

Mr. Young became Deputy Regional Director of the 
Office of Economic Opportunity Regional Office in 
Seattle, Wash., in 1969. From September 1971 to June 
1973, he was Regional Director of OEO prior to becom- 
ing Special Assistant to the Regional Administrator of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. He was 
appointed Regional Administrator of Region X in April 
1974. 

Mr. Young is married to the former Avon Selvage, and 
they have six children. 


Intelligence Oversight Board 


The President’s Remarks at a Meeting With the 
Three Members of the Board. February 21, 1976 


Mr. Chairman, Mr. Ailes, and Mr. Cherne: 

I thank you, first of all, for taking on this responsibility 
which I think is extremely significant in the reorganiza- 
tion of the intelligence community. As all three of you 
know, we told the intelligence community what they have 
to do on the one hand, and what they can’t do on the other 
hand. 

We have sought to achieve accountability so that indi- 
viduals in the various intelligence agencies will know pre- 
cisely what their responsibilities are and to whom they are 
accountable. But the main new addition, which I think 
is fundamentally necessary, is the Oversight Board. 

And you, Mr. Chairman and Steve and Leo, are to act 
as an independent auditor on what takes place within 
the intelligence community. You are not to be influenced 
by the White House on the one hand, and you are not to 
be influenced by the intelligence community on the other. 
And your responsibility is an independent area of 
responsibility. 

I just want to thank the three of you. I know you bring 
together a good many years of Government service, but 
also a dedication to what is in the best interest of the 
country. So I am delighted that you have accepted, and 
I am confident that the role played by this board will be 
reassuring to the American people. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:53 in the Oval Office at the 
White House. 


- 
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National Religious Broadcasters and 
National Association of Evangelicals 


The President’s Remarks at the Associations’ Combined 
Convention. February 22, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Dr. Zimmerman, Dr. 
VanDerPuy, Dr. Toms, members and guests of the Na- 
tional Religious Broadcasters and the National Associa- 
tion, of the Evangelicals: 

It is a very special honor for me to address for the third 
time in as many years this great convention of National 
Religious Broadcasters. I welcome, of course, the partic- 
ipation of the National Association of Evangelicals, and I 
salute both of you for your outstanding organizations as 
you follow the great commissions of Jesus, to go into the 
world and to preach the gospel. 

My good friend, Billy Zeoli, makes the point that we 
may know the number of churches, radio and television 
stations involved in religious broadcasting and mission 
work. Only God, however, can count the number of lives 
that have been changed by the gospel you preach through- 
out the world. 

I like the theme that you have selected for your Bicen- 
tennial convention, “Let Freedom Ring.” Nowhere on 
earth has freedom rung so loud and so long as in the 
United States of America. Americans have heard it ring 
for 200 years, and I hope and pray it will ring forever in 
this great land of ours. 

The commandments and the laws of God were of very 
special importance to our Founding Fathers and to the 
Nation that they created. I believe it is no accident of his- 
tory, no coincidence, that this Nation, which declared its 
dependence on God even while declaring its independence 
from foreign domination, has become the greatest nation 
in the history of the world. We are taught in the Psalms, 
that blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord. I believe 
that very, very deeply, and I know you believe it, too. 

Looking back over 200 years, we can see that America 
has always been a uniquely blessed nation, that we have 
had a very special role to play in the affairs of mankind. 
In our Nation’s youth, we became living proof of the fact 
that men could govern themselves successfully, that the 
divine right of kings was a false doctrine for Americans 
and that, in truth, all men are created eaual in the sight 
of their Creator. 


We proved that hard work and self-sacrifice and a 
freely extended helping hand cou!d build a nation and a 
people to greatness in the space of just a few generations, 
a timetable unheard of before the American experience 
began. 

We have demonstrated time and time again, that the 
cause of freedom in the world has no better friend, no 
stronger ally than the United States of America. We have 
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demonstrated that we are among the most compassionate, 
most generous people on earth. We have demonstrated 
that the world-famous American ingenuity is still very 
much at work, still able to keep us on the frontiers of 
progress in every field. 

Our leadership in all of these endeavors has enriched 
mankind everywhere. While seeking out the path of peace 
with other nations, we have declared our enemies to be 
disease and ignorance and poverty and injustice—and 
war itself. I remember President Eisenhower observing 
that America is not good because it is great; America is 
great because it is good. 

The early history of our country was written by men 
who valued the freedom of religion and who had in com- 
mon a deep faith in God. We read of George Washington 
on his knees in prayers at Valley Forge, seeking divine 
guidance for himself, his men, and his fledgling Nation in 
the terrible winter of 1777. 

We read of Benjamin Franklin calling the Second Con- 
tinental Congress to prayer when that body of strong- 
willed, independent men was in disarray and in discord. 

We read of John Adams proclaiming of love of God 
and His creation, stating that the Ten Commandments 
and the Sermon on the Mount were the sum of his religion 
and praying that heaven would bestow the best of bless- 
ings on the White House and all of its future inhabitants. 

This faith of our Fathers sustained the young America 
when it was weak and very poor. That same faith can 
sustain us today in the added responsibilities of the world’s 
most prosperous and powerful nation. 

When I became President, this country was faced with 
some of its most pressing and serious problems in its his- 
tory. Underlying these problems was a crisis of confidence 
in our Government, a crisis of spirit among our own 
people. America had been buffeted about for more than 
a decade with shocks to its system that would have 
crippled a lesser country—political assassination, a long 
and frustrating war, riots in our streets and on our cam- 
puses, economic distress, scandals at the highest levels. 

In the few hours before this responsibility was sud- 
denly thrust upon me, I was asked by one of my aides what 
verse I wanted the Bible open to when I took the oath of 
office. I turned to the Bible which had been given me 
when I became Vice President by my oldest son, Mike, 
who was a divinity student in Massachusetts—and I un- 
derstand Dr. Ockenga is speaking tomorrow night to you. 

Ever since I was a little boy, I have used a very special 
verse in the Bible as a kind of prayer. I am sure you are all 
familiar with it. It comes from the Book of Proverbs, and 
it says, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart and lean 
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways ac- 
knowledge him and he shall direct thy paths.” 

That was the verse that I placed my hand upon when 
I took the oath of office administered to every President 
since George Washington. These words have meant much, 


very much to me as I have dealt with the problems of this 
Nation and the world. 

We hear so much about the corruption of government 
and business and labor. We sense so much distrust in our 
basic institutions of society. Too many people are com- 
plaining we don’t know who or what we can believe. My 
answer is we can believe in God. We can believe in the 
faith of our Fathers. We are the heirs of our Fathers’ faith, 
and it can be a source of strength and comfort and under- 
standing for us, as it was for them. 

It remains our duty to remember our religious heritage, 
to teach it to our children, and to order our own lives with 
courage, with justice and kindness and in the love of God. 

Each generation has its difficulties and its challenges to 
meet. And surely, we have no less need of an abiding faith 
than did the Pilgrims, who established a new life in the 
American wilderness. We have no less need of faith than 
the American colonists when they flung their challenge of 
independence in the face of the world’s most powerful 
empire. We have no less need of faith than the pioneers, 
who conquered a vast and dangerous continent. 

The faith of our Fathers is living still in America today. 
It will live as long as freedom rings in this sweet land of 
liberty. Tonight, let us say in the stirring words of ““Amer- 
ica,” “Long may our land be bright, with freedom’s holy 
light, protect us by Thy might, great God our King.” 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:32 p.m. at the Shoreham Ameri- 
cana Hotel. 


National Governors’ Conference 


The President’s Remarks at the Opening Session of the 
Winter Meeting. February 23, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Governor Bob Ray, Gov- 
ernors, guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

Let me say it is a great privilege and a very high honor 
to be here among all of you distinguished Governors and 
esteemed fellow candidates. [Laughter] Betty and I are, of 
course, looking forward to having you for dinner tonight. 
I think we will have a pleasant and, I trust, a very enjoy- 
able evening. 

I am delighted to greet all of you on this very historic 
Bicentennial winter meeting of the National Governors’ 
Conference. This is a very memorable year in which to 
give new balance and meaning to relations between the 
Federal and State governments, and I eagerly anticipate 
working with you to achieve better government at all 
levels for all of our people. 

It has been said by some that Federal-State relations 
are the most deadly boring of all political issues. I do not 
agree. As a matter of fact, I feel a sense of excitement 
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and eager anticipation at the progress we are making to 
restore to you and to your States more say in decisions 
affecting the daily lives of all of our citizens, 

This process does not bore me. It really turns me on, 
especially the prospect of working more closely with all 
50 States to restore, during this National Bicentennial, 
the necessary balance among us that was first conceived 
by our Founding Fathers 200 years ago. George Wash- 
ington warned against the danger of the monolithic, cen- 
tralized power of the Federal Government. In recent years, 
State and local authority has eroded as the Federal estab- 
lishment has grown and grown. 

This trend of categorical grants and decisionmaking by 
the bureaus and the agencies of the Federal Government 
has not made life easier for the beneficiary, nor has it 
made government more responsive. The Federal Govern- 
ment now employs more people than the entire combined 
population of the 13 original States when our Founders 
reserved to State governments and to the people all power 
not bestowed upon the National Government. 

When your State constitutions were adopted, great 
care was taken to preserve the basic principles of self- 
government. Americans have always wanted the decisions 
affecting their daily lives made at home in their local 
communities and in their own States. 

But freedom is now misinterpreted by too many indi- 
viduals to mean freedom from personal responsibility 
and instant gratification of all desires by the rich Uncle 
Sam in Washington, D.C. In pursuit of that quest—and I 
might say that fantasy—the Federal bureaucracy has 
grown and grown. Power inevitably is drawn away from 
your States, your counties, your cities, your towns to an 
increasingly centralized National Government—always 
bigger, always more meddlesome—but not always more 
efficient nor more responsive to local needs. 

This process has undermined individual pride and 
resourcefulness. It threatens our economic prosperity and 
dims our vision of a future in which every citizen can help 
determine his or her fate. As a result, you and I must make 
some hard decisions this year. 

It is all too easy to offer unrealistic suggestions in the 
heat of an election year, but a President or a Governor 
in office has to provide accountable and realistic leader- 
ship with honest answers to all constituents. 

I will never irresponsibly transfer serious problems from 
the Federal Government to State governments without 
regard for human need or fiscal realities, I am determined 
to preserve a constructive partnership with the States on 
all mutual concerns through cooperation and not through 
treatment that is worse than the disease. 

Let us cooperate to move the decisionmaking process 
back to the States and to the people. Let us work to 
assure that we really help the needy and not the greedy. 
We must clarify and we must simplify the complex, frus- 
trating, and inefficient regulations in categorical grant 


rigidity that invite abuses and rip-offs. Those sworn to 
protect the public interest must assure that every tax 
dollar is used honestly and effectively. 

In the campaign for general revenue sharing, I think 
I have worked longer and harder for that legislation than 


almost any other. You are well aware of how this $30.2 


billion, 5-year program is now administered at the Federal 
level at a cost of a twelfth of a penny for every dollar spent. 
You know how our States are now making State decisions 
on the local use of their Federal taxes. I am now vigor- 
ously seeking to extend this excellent program for 534 
years, 

It was last April, almost a year ago, when I asked the 
Congress to renew revenue sharing so that you could 
make timely plans and decisions for fiscal year 1977 State 
budgets. Regrettably, the Congress did not share my sense 
of urgency. Thus far, it has failed to act, and the deadline 
is getting closer and closer. 

The Nation needs your help, and I am especially 
pleased by the response that I understand you are under- 
taking. I have seen your warnings of higher taxes or dras- 
tic curtailment of public services if Federal revenue shar- 
ing would be unfortunately discontinued. You are right 
in saying that our present economic recovery would be en- 
dangered if the Congress were to end general revenue 
sharing. It could force the States to fire workers, increase 
State taxes, and even institute new State taxation. 

You know and I know that we must join forces—and I 
am glad we are—in getting some action on general reve- 
nue sharing. I ask you today, as the Chief Executives of 
your States, to join me in moving the mountain we know 
as Capitol Hill. The whole concept of balanced Federal- 
State relations is at stake. 

You are much more aware than anyone of the new 
realities in your States. If we fail this year to assure con- 
tinued movement toward general revenue sharing, there 
will be a new escalation in the categorical programs of an 
increasingly centralized Government. I am determined to 
shake up and shape up, with your help, the worthwhile 
and proven programs we now have, rather than permit a 
proliferation of new and untried programs. 

Categorical grants and categorical expectations have 
created more problems, many more than they have solved. 
While I expected some criticism of my State of the Union 
and budget messages—lI suspect some of you have had the 
same—I regret the revival of the old “knee-jerk” re- 
sponse—that I failed to propose enough new Federal 
programs. We already have more than enough programs. 
What we need is quality, not quantity. My messages con- 
tained proposals that not only improve quality but also 
reduce quantity. 

Let me show you a chart here on the right. When I first 
looked at that chart in late December, my impression was 
that it looked like the electronics set-up for our new space 
shuttle, but the truth is that is the way that Federal dollars 
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for health services go from the top line down to the ben- 
eficiaries or the recipients. It is what we call a mess chart. 
It is the most complicated, I think, irresponsible, unsuc- 
cessful way to deliver health services to the American peo- 
ple with the Federal tax dollar. 

After looking at that mess chart and knowing that 
services are badly delivered to the recipients or the ben- 
eficiaries—too expensively, too long delayed—I was con- 
vinced beyond any doubt whatsoever that we had to sim- 
plify it. 

If you look over here on the other side, and if you will 
note those x’s, you will find that under the proposal that 
I have made for a block grant program of health services, 
those x’s indicate the removal of the Federal excess bag- 
gage. It would simplify, it would improve the delivery sys- 
tem of health services to the American people. And, with 
your cooperation, I think this program is infinitely 
superior to the one we have. 

I can say that in the other three block grant proposals 
we could substitute the same chart here and it would look 
virtually identical, whether it was in education, child 
nutrition, or social services. And the alternative chart 
would be even, in each case, as impressive, if not more so. 

Now, I frankly am encouraged by the way the States 
and localities are responding to the challenge of balanced 
Federalism. Behind the block grant concept is the convic- 
tion that you can do a far, far better job in many ways 
than the Federal Government, and your performance in 
the past gives me renewed faith. 

But we have to do a lot more. The State and localities 
can lead the way. These block grant programs provide a 
dramatic and effective way to serve local priorities. Under 
one such block grant—the Community Development Pro- 
gram, enacted into law in late 1974 after a long and con- 
troversial struggle, resulted in the following: 

Federal regulations which a community must follow 
have decreased from 2,600 pages—2,600 pages under the 
categorical program—to 25 pages for the block grant 
program. 

Under the Community Development Act, a community 
need file only one application consisting of 50 pages, rather 
than the previous average of five applications consisting 
of 1,400 pages. 

Under this change from categorical to block grant, the 
processing and approval of a community development 
block grant application average 49 days, although under 
the categorical urban renewal program, processing took 
over 2 years. 

Due to the success that we have had in simplifying the 
Community Development Program, as I said a moment 
ago, I am recommending that we use the same approach 
in other Federal problems involving social services, health, 
education, and child nutrition. 

Therefore, I am asking the Congress to approve the 
Community Services Act, and I am sending the proposal 
to the Congress today. It will significantly increase the 


flexibility of States in delivering social services to low in- 
come families, and I refer in this category to such pro- 
grams as day care, foster care, and homemaker services. 

Many of the responsibilities now placed by law in the 
hands of Federal bureaucrats will be passed back to locally 
elected or State-elected officials. The basic responsibility 
on how best to meet the needs of States’ low income fami- 
lies would be returned to each of your respective States. 
This determination, as I see it, can best be made through 
an open process of local planning that directly involves 
your citizens. 

Later this week, I will transmit proposals consolidating 
Medicaid and 15 other categorical health programs into 
a single $10 billion block grant. With it—and I think this 
is significantly important—is a commitment to each of 
you that your State will receive more Federal funds from 
this single program in fiscal year 1977 than your State 
received in 1976 from 16 existing programs. 

The hard choices of how best to meet the health needs 
of your State will no longer be defined by a complicated 
and categorical tangle of Federal regulations. They will 
be for you and your citizens to determine in an open and 
locally responsive process. 

I will soon submit to the Congress an education block 
grant program which would propose to recognize national 
concerns that call for very special emphasis. It will give 
each State maximum flexibility in using Federal dollars to 
meet your educational needs. 

I know that all of you have been in the forefront on 
such issues as school finance reform and education of the 
handicapped. In the last decade you have demonstrated 
the ability and the willingness to tackle education prob- 
lems, and there is no reason whatsoever for the Federal 
Government to treat you as if we doubted your commit- 
ment to goals shared by all Americans. 

My proposals will reduce the administrative burdens of 
State and local governments, while assuring a Federal 
commitment to elementary and secondary education. No 
State will receive less Federal money under my proposal 
than it did in fiscal year 1976 under all of the programs 
that would be consolidated. 

In offering these proposals, I do not suggest a retreat 
from national concerns nor the wholesale elimination of 
Federal funding. I intend to make Federal dollars avail- 
able to you, for you, in your States. But I will also mini- 
mize or eliminate the requirement that State financial 
resources be used to qualify for Federal matching funds. 

My Administration will not dismantle programs that 
really work, that reach the people and meet their needs. 
I will not retreat from my commitment to wise Federal 
spending to meet local needs. But we need to improve 
these programs and, wherever appropriate, to return deci- 
sionmaking power to the State and local level. 

I think my actions have shown my willingness to work 
individually with you or collectively with your group. In- 
deed, I have made it a point to confer personally with 
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every one of the 50 Governors since I assumed the 
Presidency. 

As a Congressman, I listened to the warnings of Presi- 
dent Eisenhower. He said that unless we preserved the 
traditional power and basic responsibilities of State gov- 
ernment, we would not retain the kind of America pre- 
viously known. We would instead have quite another 
kind of America. The pendulum has swung very far in 
the direction that President Eisenhower feared, but I am 
very confident that the will of the people voiced all across 
America is beginning to bring the pendulum of power 
back to a balanced center. 

The preservation of the 50 States as vigorous units of 
government is very vital. We must make sure, make cer- 
tain that each level of government performs its proper 
function, no more and no less, and we must do this to 
preserve our system and to draw new energy from the 
sources of all government power—the people throughout 
this great country. 

I believe very strongly in the vitality of America. I 
reaffirm my faith in the unique value of a governmental 
system of shared responsibility. I believe in our capacity 
to foster diversity with unity, to encourage innovation and 
creativity, both privately as well as publicly, and to achieve 
a proper balance between government and the governed. 

The vision of 200 years ago remains valid today. It is 
a vision of States united in action, united as a nation, 
where the Government serves and the people rule. It is a 
challenge, a very great challenge to those of us entrusted 
with the high honors of governing. I am an optimist. I 
believe it is a challenge that will be met by all of us. 

Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. at the Statler-Hilton 
Hotel. 


Financial Assistance for 
Community Services Act 


The President’s Message to the Congress Urging 
Enactment of the Reform Legislation. 
February 23, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Today the Secretary of the Department of Health, Edu- 
cation and Welfare is transmitting my proposed Financial 
Assistance for Community Services Act to the Congress. 

This proposal is in keeping with my philosophy of re- 
ducing unnecessary and burdensome Federal restrictions 
while increasing State and local flexibility and responsi- 
bility in the administration of social programs. 


This reform proposal will improve and strengthen the 
program of social services established under Title XX of 
the Social Security Act. It will provide a $2.5 billion block 
grant annually to the States on a population basis. It will 
eliminate the requirement for State matching funds, as 
well as most Federal requirements and prohibitions on the 
use of Federal funds. 

These changes are an important step toward an im- 
proved Federal-State relationship in the social services 
field. Enactment of Title XX in January, 1975, was a 
beginning. That law eliminated many of the problems of 
the past by giving States broad authority to allocate 
resources within a general framework. Rather than mak- 
ing States responsible to the Federal government, account- 
ability for social services was made a matter between each 
State and its citizens through an open planning process— 
a process which has shown great promise. 

Title XX, however, did not go far enough. It added 
new restrictions which interfere with effective delivery of 
services. Officials at State and local levels of government 
indicate that they are willing and able to assume greater 
responsibility to gain greater flexibility in meeting local 
needs. 

The proposed Financial Assistance for Community 
Services Act will: 

—Eliminate the requirement that States must match 

one State dollar for three Federal dollars. 

—Eliminate numerous restrictive conditions on how 
Federal funds may be used: burdensome Federal re- 
quirements for child day care; limitations on social 
services funding for health and institutional care; 
and procedures for the imposition of fees and the 
determination of eligibility. 

—Concentrate Federal dollars of people most in need, 
those under the poverty threshold and those receiv- 
ing public assistance. 

—Assure that no State will receive less money as a result 
of this legislation than it received in fiscal year 1976. 

—Decrease Federal monitoring and oversight of State 
plan requirements and expenditures of funds with the 
States assuming greater responsibility in this area. 

—Improve the public planning process by which citi- 
zens and local governments participate in identify- 
ing needs and establishing priorities. 

I ask the Congress to enact this legislation promptly so 
that States may begin to use Federal and local money more 
effectively. 

Gera_p R. Forp 
The White House, 
February 23, 1976. 
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Drug Abuse Law Enforcement 


Statement by the President. February 23, 1976 


Drug abuse is one of the most serious and tragic prob- 
lems in this country. Its cost to the Nation in terms of 
ruined lives, broken homes, and divided communities is 
staggering. In addition to this toll, it is a major cause of 
crime. 

Combatting this problem is a major priority of my 
Administration. The appointment of Peter Bensinger as 
head of the Drug Enforcement Administration is one of 
the most important I have made as President, because of 
the critical mission of that agency. I believe we have 
found in Mr. Bensinger the right combination of proven 
experience, complete integrity, and full commitment to 
public service. 

The Drug Enforcement Administration is the agency 
principally responsible for Federal drug law enforcement. 
It has the often thankless task of seeking out and appre- 
hending some of the cruelest criminals in the world—those 
who traffic in hard drugs. This is a complex and difficult 
task. However, if we are to win the war on drugs, these 
merchants of tragedy and death must be stopped. 

I have recommended that the Congress enact legisla- 
tion which would impose mandatory prison sentences on 
those convicted of trafficking in hard drugs. I have also 
met with the leaders of Mexico, Turkey, and Colombia, 
and with Members of the United States Congress to 
assure them of my full commitment to curbing the illicit 
traffic in drugs. I want to take this opportunity to pledge 
to the American people an all-out Federal effort to com- 
bat the drug menace. 


Drug Abuse Law Enforcement 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President and 
Peter B. Bensinger, Administrator of the Drug 
Enforcement Administration. February 23, 1976 


THE Preswent. I am very sorry, Pete, I couldn’t come 
over to the ceremonies,’ but I was there in spirit, if not 
in person. I might add, as June and Dick know, we felt 
we've got to move ahead even more rapidly and more 
effectively than we have in the past in trying to do some- 
thing affirmatively about this problem of drugs. 

This situation has gotten far more acute in many of 
our major metropolitan areas, the difficulties at the 
Mexican border and other sources. They are of great 


* The President was referring to the swearing-in ceremony for Mr. 
Bensinger as Administrator of Drug Enforcement, which took place 
that morning in the Great Hall at the Department of Justice. 


concern to me, and I think you’ve got a big job, but I 
know you can do it. 

Mr. BENSINGER. Mr. President, I appreciate your con- 
fidence. And the mandate that you have set forth through 
realistic levels of achievement, I think, would be tempered 
in part by the ability that we can cooperate with foreign 
Governments and the effectiveness we can develop in 
relationships, both at the State, local, and Federal levels. 
But I was very encouraged with the people that I met 
since I have been in Washington from drug enforcement, 
and with the support I feel the American people have to 
stop this traffic, this illegal traffic of narcotics. 

THe Presment. We do have a serious problem, as 
you indicated, at the Mexican border. We have other 
Latin American countries where the problem is to some 
extent just as acute. I have talked to the President of 
Mexico and the President of Colombia, in trying to get 
their cooperation, and they have fully agreed to do the 
maximum. So if we can stop the flow and then handle 
the problem of domestic drug traffickers, which is a tough 
one, I think we can gradually eliminate many of the 
problems we have. 

Mr. BensinceER. Mr. President, we will bend our ef- 
forts to make sure that foreign eradication of crops pro- 
ceeds with priority and that we focus on key international 
importers of narcotics, too, and sharpen up those. I think 
that will eliminate some of the major importers and 
financiers. And I think that’s what the Federal role 
should be focused on. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:33 p.m. in the Oval Office at the 
White House. 


United States Permanent 


Representative on the 
NATO Council 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Robert Strausz-Hupé. February 23, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Robert Strausz-Hupé, of Newton Square, Pa., to be 
the United States Permanent Representative on the Coun- 
cil of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization with the 
rank of Ambassador. He will succeed David K. E. Bruce, 
who has resigned. Ambassador Strausz-Hupé is the United 
States Ambassador to Sweden. 

Born in Vienna, Austria, on March 25, 1903, Ambas- 
sador Strausz-Hupé became a naturalized citizen of the 
United States in 1938. He received his A.M. and Ph. D. 
degrees from the University of Pennsylvania. From 1927 
to 1937, he was engaged in investment banking. 
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Ambassador Strausz-Hupé became associate editor of 
“Current History” in 1939, serving until 1941. He joined 
the staff of the University of Pennsylvania as an associate 
professor of political science in 1946, after 6 years on the 
faculty as a special lecturer. From 1952 to 1970, he was 
director of the Foreign Policy Research Institute at the 
University of Pennsylvania. He was appointed as United 
States Ambassador to Ceylon and the Republic of Mal- 
dives in 1970. He became Ambassador to Belgium in 1972 
and served in that position until his appointment as Am- 
bassador to Sweden in 1974. 

The author of over ten publications, Ambassador 
Strausz-Hupé has primarily written material on interna- 
tional and foreign affairs. He has been a director of the 
Atlantic Council of the United States, a member of the 
Research Council of the Atlantic Institute, a fellow of the 
Royal Geographic Society, and a member of the American 
Political Science Association. 


Ambassador Strausz-Hupé is married to the former 
Eleanor deGraff Cuyler. 


National Science Board 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Seventh Annual Report of the Board. 
February 23, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 


I am pleased to submit to the Congress the Seventh 
Annual Report of the National Science Board entitled, 
“Science Indicators 1974.” It has been prepared in ac- 
cordance with Section 4(g) of the National Science Foun- 
dation Act, as amended by Public Law 90-407. 


This report is a part of a continuing effort by the 
National Science Board to develop a statistical and com- 
parative picture of the status of American science and 
technology. On balance, the data in this report and other 
evidence indicate that the nation’s research and develop- 
ment enterprise continues to be productive and competi- 
tive. The report also shows the unfortunate fact that infla- 
tion and the recent recession have affected adversely the 
level of effort and the resources that are devoted to the 
nation’s research and development activities—much the 
same as other programs have been affected. Fortunately, 
we are making solid progress in correcting these problems 
and the prospects for the future are very good. 

The’ nation’s research and development efforts are 
important to the growth of our economy, the future wel- 
fare of our citizens, and the maintenance of a strong 
defense. The nation must also have a strong effort in basic 


research to provide the new knowledge which is essential 
for scientific and technological progress. My 1977 Budget 
now before the Congress reflects my views on the impor- 
tance of science and technology in achieving our national 
objectives. 

I commend this report to your attention. 

GERALD R. Forp 

The White House, 

February 23, 1976. 
NOTE: The report is entitled “Science Indicators 1974—Report of 


the National Science Board 1975” (Government Printing Office, 
242 pp.). 


National Governors’ Conference 


Exchange of Toasts Between the President and 
Governor Robert D. Ray, of Iowa, at a White House 
Dinner Honoring Governors Attending the Winter 
Session of the Conference. February 23, 1976 


Tue PresweNT. Governors and your delightful wives 
and guests: 

It is a very great pleasure for Betty and myself to have 
all of you here on the second annual dinner where we 
have honored all of you who have come to the National 
Governors’ Conference. 

As I was sitting here talking to Reubin and Jim and 
Bill and Cal, I thought to myself how many times I have 
been in three States. Of course, coming from Michigan, 
I have been there a couple of times, but I thought to my- 
self how many times I have, over a period of some 25 
years or more, visited every one of the 50 States. And I 
have cherished in many, many ways the warm welcome 
that I have gotten from Chief Executives of every State, 
whether they were Democratic or Republican. 

And as I met all of you in the receiving line tonight, 
every one of you, whenever I have come to your State, 
have been most generous and very kind. And for that, I 
thank you, and Betty joins me in that expression of 
appreciation. 

But as I had the opportunity this morning to speak to 
all of you, I thought of the high degree of unanimity that 
we appear to have—those of us who are in the executive 
branch of the government, whether we are at the Federal 
or at the State level—and I thought of my conflicts with 
my old friends in the Congress, who are still my friends, 
but with whom I disagree quite violently on some occa- 
sions—not all. 

I think it is a totally different experience to be in the 
executive branch than it is in the legislative branch, and 
you get a different perspective. And all of you have shared 
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that with each other, and I have had the privilege of 
sharing it with you. 

Somebody has to be in charge, at least as far as the day- 
to-day operations are concerned. We respect, we seek to 
work with the legislative branch, and it is vitally impor- 
tant in our system that we do. It is better if we can, but 
until you have had the experience of being in the execu- 
tive branch of the government, you really don’t under- 
stand the day-to-day trials and tribulations. So I congratu- 
late all of you who have done your job of responsibility in 
the executive branch in your respective States. Let me say, 
I appreciate it far better today than I did for 25 years 
when I was on the other side of the fence. 

But let me say very deeply and very sincerely, that I am 
immensely appreciative of the cooperation that I have 
found in‘your organization and with each of you individ- 
ually. I don’t mean to be so pollyannaish that we agree on 
every issue. We have had some pretty stormy meetings in 
the Cabinet Room where there were some rather strident 
differences expressed between some of you and myself, or 
you and some of my associates. But at least there was an 
understanding that we had a job to do at the Federal, 
State, and local levels. 

The net result in most instances—whether we agreed or 
disagreed—there was an understanding that I think has 
pushed us as a country further forward to have a better 
relationship between the Federal executive and the State 
executive. And I thank you for all of you going more than 
halfway, and I can assure you we will seek to go halfway 
or better, as well. And the net result is, I think, your States 
and our country are both better off. 

So, as we deal with the day-to-day problems of general 
revenue sharing or block grants or welfare or food stamps, 
whatever the issues might be, I am grateful for your input 
and your cooperation. 

I am especially appreciative of the warmth of your 
welcome when either Betty or myself have come to your 
States. We have enjoyed your hospitality, and we are most 
grateful for your understanding and cooperation. 

With that, I think it is quite appropriate that I offer a 
toast to all of you and to our joint constituents and to a 
better America. 

Governor Ray. Mr. President and my charming din- 
ner companion, Mrs. Ford, colleagues and wives and 
guests: 

This morning, the President spoke to us, and you might 
recall how he addressed us. He first said, “Governors and 
candidates”—[laughter|—and I can’t help but think of 
a little cartoon I saw. Perhaps you saw it, also. Two little 
kids were standing on the corner, and one said to the 
other, “You know, when I grow up I am not going to run 
for President like everyone else wants to.” [Laughter] 

Mr. President, we know tomorrow is an important day, 
and we want to sincerely thank you for your generosity in 


hosting us here tonight. We also want to thank you for 
making an appearance at our opening meeting this morn- 
ing. It was something that hasn’t always happened in the 
past, to have a President come to our winter meeting of 
the National Governors’ Conference. 

You not only came to that meeting, but you gave us a 
message. You talked to us off-the-shoulder about some- 
thing that is very important to us, as Governors, and to 
the people that we represent in our respective States. 

You also came with an interest in the National Gover- 
nors’ Conference and what we are doing. This is the kind 
of interest that we have seen grow not only on your part, 
but on the part of the Administration and the Staff mem- 
bers in the White House. For this, we are deeply thankful 
and very appreciative. 

When you took office, you said you were a Ford and not 
a Lincoln. Yet, I can’t help but think that many things 
that Abraham Lincoln said are things that could be attrib- 
uted to you. For instance, one time he said that we 
should always remember that as American citizens we are 
brothers in a common country, and that we should dwell 
in the bonds of fraternity feeling. 

You know, I couldn’t help but think about that today 
and this evening as I realized that you are establishing 
the bonds of a fraternity feeling between the Federal 
Administration and the States. 

I think it goes even a step farther, and perhaps that is 
the reason you are meeting with some success in your 
endeavors to establish a relationship with us, and that is 
because you personally have expressed that kind of rela- 
tionship with us as Governors. I suppose you might say 
we are just plain human beings, because we are kind of 
flattered by the attention that you pay us. 

We have found that you are sincere. We have found 
that you believe in integrity, and you have brought that 
to the White House. It makes us feel kind of good to think 
that here in the White House there is a common virtue 
that we call decency. 

You and Mrs. Ford have brought that to the White 
House. And it makes us very proud because, after all, you 
represent all of us, regardless of our party, regardless of 
our States, regardless of our problems, and regardless of 
the wealth in those respective States. 

So, Mr. President, it is my pleasure to represent this 
group of people as the Chairman of the National Gov- 
ernors’ Conference, and I would like to propose two 
toasts. 

First, if you would stand and take your glasses, I would 
like to propose a toast to the very lovely and charming 
First Lady, Betty Ford. 

Now, to the well-being of this country of ours, a toast 
to the President of the United States. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:11 p.m. in the State Dining Room 
at the White House. 
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Legacy of Parks Program 


Announcement of Transfer of 52 Parcels of Land for 
Park and Recreational Use Under the Program. 
February 24, 1976 


The President today announced the transfer of 52 addi- 
tional parcels of federally owned land in 28 States to 
cities, counties, and States under the President’s Legacy 
of Parks Program. The 52 properties total 2,682 acres 
with an estimated value of $13,978,500. 

The announcement today brings to 615 the total num- 
ber of properties that have been transferred to all 50 
States, Guam, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the 
Virgin Islands, and the District of Columbia since the pro- 
gram’s inception in 1971. The 615 properties represent 
78,615 acres of land with a market value of $217,343,176. 


National Transportation Safety Board 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Kay Bailey 
To Be Member and Vice Chairman. 
February 24, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Kay Bailey, of Houston, Tex., to be a member of the 
National Transportation Safety Board for a term expiring 
December 31, 1979. She will succeed Isabell Burgess, 
whose term expired December 31, 1974, and whose nomi- 
nation is being withdrawn. Miss Bailey has been a member 
of the Texas State House of Representatives since 1972. 

Upon confirmation by the Senate, the President will 
designate Miss Bailey as Vice Chairman of the Board for a 
term of 2 years. 

Miss Bailey was born on July 22, 1943, in Galveston, 
Tex. She attended the University of Texas and received 
her B.A. degree in 1964 and her LL.B. in 1967. She was 
admitted to the Texas State Bar in 1967. 

In 1969, Miss Bailey became the first woman news 
reporter for television in Houston, Tex., for station KPRC, 
serving as political correspondent. During 1971-72, she 
was press secretary for Anne Armstrong, who was then 
Co-Chairman of the Republican National Committee. 
She has been in the private practice of law with the firm 
of Reynolds, White, Allen and Cook. 

Miss Bailey resides in Houston, Tex. 
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Under Secretary of State 
for Political Affairs 


Exchange of Letters Between the President and 
Joseph J. Sisco Upon Mr. Sisco’s Resignation. 
February 24, 1976 


February 24, 1976 
Dear Joe: 

I have received your letter of February 20, and it is 
with deepest regret that I accept your resignation as 
Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs, to become 
effective in July of this year. In doing so, I want you to 
know that I fully understand the considerations and rare 
opportunity which prompt your decision at this time. 

For more than twenty-five years, under six Presidents, 
six Secretaries of State and spanning one of the most event- 
ful periods in American diplomacy, you have served our 
Nation with exceptional leadership and unqualified devo- 
tion. I have personally valued your counsel, sound judge- 
ment and dedication as we have worked together to shape 
a freer, more secure America and a better life for all our 
fellow citizens. Needless to say, you will be missed by all 
who have been privileged to work with you over the years. 

In particular, however, I want to take this opportunity 
to express my personal gratitude for your assistance in the 
formulation of our policies in the Middle East and at the 
United Nations. In each of these critical areas, you have 
made lasting and valuable contributions in which you can 
justifiably take great pride. 

Now as you return to private life and prepare to under- 
take the exciting new challenges of President of The 
American University, I am confident you will bring to 
those duties the same energy, high integrity and responsible 
concern for the future of our country which have always 
marked your public service. You take with you not only 
my special thanks but also the high esteem of your col- 
leagues and the gratitude of all Americans. Mrs. Ford 
and I wish you, Mrs, Sisco and your family every success 
and happiness in the years ahead. 

Warmest personal regards, 

Jerry Forp 


[The Honorable Joseph J. Sisco, Under Secretary of State for Politi- 
cal Affairs, Washington, D.C. 20520] 





February 20, 1976 
Dear Mr. President: 

I am submitting to you my resignation as Under Secre- 
tary of State for Political Affairs to take the position of 
President of American University in Washington, D.C. I 
request that my resignation become effective at an appro- 
priate date during the month of July 1976. 
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Mr. President, I have had two major substantive inter- 
ests over the years—diplomacy and education. In Decem- 
ber of 1973 I had decided to leave government.to assume 
the Presidency of Hamilton College in Clinton, New 
York. I agreed reluctantly at that time to defer this move 
because it was felt I might provide significant continuity 
with respect to important Middle Eastern negotiations. It 
has been stimulating and rewarding to have worked closely 
with the Secretary of State on this and other matters. Sub- 
stantial progress has been made in these negotiations over 
the past two years under your effective leadership and 
with your full support. 

I am grateful that the Selection Committee and the 
Board of Trustees of American University have selected 
me as their next President. Our diverse system of educa- 
tion—private and public—has been and must be a bul- 
wark of a free society. I am deeply committed to the role 
of the private educational institution, to quality education, 
and academic excellence. In the complicated, inter- 
dependent world in which we live, the university must 
provide both the breadth of the liberal arts as well as the 
specialization of graduate programs if our citizens are to 
cope effectively with the critical issues of the future at 
home and abroad. I welcome the fresh opportunity which 
the Presidency of American University offers to make a 
contribution to this end. 

I want to thank you, Mr. President, for the privilege of 
serving in your Administration. I have known and re- 
spected you for years, first as a Member of Congress and 
now as President. You are firmly dedicated to a stable 
world order, and you are working assiduously to this end 
on many fronts. As a government official and as an Amer- 
ican citizen, I wish you well and continuing success to this 
end. 

Mrs. Sisco joins me in extending warm personal regards 
to you, Mrs. Ford, and your family. 

Respectfully, 


JosEepx J. Sisco 
[The President, The White House] 


Boy Scouts of America 


The President’s Remarks Upon Receiving the Scouts’ 
Annual Report to the Nation. February 24, 1976 


Let me thank you, Arch and Eldon and Jeff and Dave 
and Larry, for coming here to represent scouting. 

I have many fond personal memories of scouting going 
back a good many years, not only as a scout—they didn’t 
have Cub Scouts in those days—but also as a participant 
in the senior activities of scouting. 

I think the fact that 60 million young men have partici- 
pated over a period of 66 years, is indicative of the 


strength that scouting has contributed to a better America. 
I just hope that scouting goes on forever, because it is a 
great contributor to all of what we stand for in this 
country. 


I hope that in the future there will be many Presidents 
who will be honored, as I have been, by your presentations 
today. And I thank you, Jeff and David and Larry, Arch, 
as well as all of you. This has been a fine opportunity, not 
only to meet you but all of these outstanding young men 
and women who are here in the Oval Office on this 
occasion. 


Good luck. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:23 p.m. in the Oval Office at the 
White House. 


United States Representative to the 
United Nations and Representative 
in the Security Council 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
William W. Scranton. February 25, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate William W. Scranton of Dalton, Pa., to be United 
States Representative to the United Nations with the rank 
of Ambassador and U.S. Representative in the Security 
Council of the United Nations. He will succeed Daniel P. 
Moynihan, who has resigned. 


Mr. Scranton was born in Madison, Conn., on July 19, 
1917. He attended Yale University and received his B.A. 
degree in 1939 and his LL.B. degree in 1946. He served 
as a captain in the United States Air Force from 1941 to 
1945. 


In 1959, Mr. Scranton was appointed as Special Assist- 
ant to the Secretary of State. He served as Governor of 
Pennsylvania from 1963 to 1967, after serving in the U.S. 
House of Representatives in the 87th Congress from the 
10th District of Pennsylvania. He was sent by then Presi- 
dent Nixon on missions to the Middle East and Europe, 
before becoming the U.S. Ambassador to INTELSAT 
and Chairman of the United States Delegation. 

Mr. Scranton served as Chairman on the President’s 
Commission on Campus Unrest in 1970. During 1971 to 
1972, he served on the President’s Price Commission. He 
has been a member of the President’s General Advisory 
Committee on Arms Limitation and Disarmament since 
1969 and also served on the Board of Directors of the U.S. 
Railway Association. 

Married to the former Mary Lowe Chamberlin, Mr. 
Scranton and his wife have five children. 
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United States Representative to the 
United Nations and Representative 
in the Security Council 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President, 
William W. Scranton, and Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger on Mr. Scranton’s Nomination To Be 
Ambassador to the United Nations. February 25, 1976 


Tue Preswent. Let me say how pleased I am that my 
long-time friend, Bill Scranton, is going to be our next 
Ambassador to the United Nations. He not only has been 
a good, close, personal friend but a good friend in many, 
many other ways. 

We were just chatting and the Secretary of State in- 
dicated that he had been trying to get him to take a posi- 
tion of responsibility for—7 years, was it, Henry? 

Bill Scranton has a big job to do. We have great respon- 
sibilities in the United Nations. We are stronger there to- 
day. Starting with the Secretary’s speech to the Seventh 
Special Session of the United Nations last fall, where we, 
I think, made great progress with the underdeveloped 
countries and, of course, the policy of standing up for the 
United States against some of these unfair attacks—the 
actions of Ambassador Moynihan—I think, have been 
good from the point of view of the United States. 

You have a big job to do carrying out the Secretary’s 
policies and carrying out my decisions, but we are very, 
very confident, Bill, with your background in a wide 
variety of areas, including the political scene, will give you 
the kind of stature and strength and capabilities to do the 
job that I want you to do and the Secretary of State wants 
you to do. 

So I thank you very, very much for taking on the job. 
Good luck, and I am sure we will see that you are con- 
firmed without too much difficulty. 

Mr. Scranton. I certainly thank you, Mr. President. It 
is a great honor to have an appointment of this sort and 
particularly coming from you. 

As most of you know, we have been good friends for a 
long time. And I have tremendous trust and confidence 
in the President of the United States, as I think a lot of 
people do, as has been indicated fairly recently. 

Henry, may I say to you that I am grateful to you, sir, 
for coming back and being here today. I was told that 
one of the reasons they waited until today to do this was 
because you wanted to be here, and I appreciate that 
immensely. 

I have had several talks with Brent and appreciate all 
of his helpfulness, and I am grateful to him for his co- 
operation and education. 

It will be a very difficult job. I think everybody is aware 
that the United States is being attacked in the UN a 
great deal. I am a Pat Moynihan fan, and I was delighted 


with the way he handled it. And I had a long talk with 
him yesterday in New York. I think we are on the upbend 
in the United Nations, primarily due to the policy of the 
President and the Secretary and the activity of Ambas- 
sador Moynihan. And I am proud and happy to be his 
successor and be the delegate from the President of the 
United States. 

Tue Preswent. Maybe the Secretary of State would 
like to make a comment. 

Secretary Kissincer. I would like to express my very 
great pleasure at being able to work with Governor Scran- 
ton. The policies which the President has enunciated with 
respect to the United Nations, which I then stated in 
Milwaukee at his request and which Ambassador Moyni- 
han carried out so ably, will now have another distin- 
guished representative. And it will be a great pleasure and 
privilege to work with Ambassador Scranton. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in the Oval Office at the 
White House. 


Red Cross Month, 1976 
Proclamation 4418. February 25, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

For nearly half of our Nation’s two hundred years, the 
American Red Cross has reflected the concerns of the 
American people by dedicating itself to the ease and pre- 
vention of human suffering. In war and in peace, this 
Good Neighbor has ministered to the anguish of those 
who are tragically affected by circumstances beyond their 
control. It has undertaken to prevent distress and has 
striven to preserve health and safety. The Red Cross 
always has been a dependable source of assistance to the 
Federal Government and other organizations and agen- 
cies seeking ways to serve our people. 

In this, our Bicentennial Year, we salute the American 
Red Cross for its history of compassionate concern and its 
continuing pioneer spirit that brings vigor to the unending 
quest for better ways in which to meet human needs. 

In 1976, the American Red Cross is at the forefront of 
voluntary citizen action. The services of over one million 
volunteers have made possible the changes, innovations, 
and adaptations necessary to improve its effectiveness. 
While many traditional facets of its assistance continue to 
fulfill a basic requirement, the Red Cross has broadened 
its efforts beyond direct service to ease suffering. Today, it 
actively seeks to help eradicate causes of recurrent, but 
preventable, health, safety, and disaster problems. 

March is traditionally Red Cross Month. In that time 
period, more than 1,600 Red Cross chapters will cam- 
paign for funds. Other chapters, in partnership with 
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United Way, will be seeking volunteers for their various 
rograms and services. I know that all Americans will 
show the Red Cross that they too are Good Neighbors. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, and Honorary Chairman 
of the American National Red Cross, do hereby designate 
March, 1976, as Red Cross Month. I urge all Americans 
to give their generous support to the work of their local 
Red Cross chapters. 

In Witness WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-fifth day of February in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundredth. 

GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:33 a.m., 
February 25, 1976] 


Red Cross Month, 1976 


The President’s Memorandum for Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies. February 25, 1976 


I have just issued a proclamation, which designates 
March as Red Cross Month. 

Our Bicentennial Year is a fitting time to reflect upon 
the vital role the American Red Cross and its volunteers 
play in our society to alleviate suffering and to meet a 
vast spectrum of human needs, Early in the Nation’s 
history, observers from abroad commented upon our flair 
for effective voluntary associations. This willingness to be 
of help to one another epitomizes the American spirit— 
and the Red Cross perpetuates this heritage. 

Through the Red Cross and its Blood Program, we 
secure an adequate supply of safe blood, voluntarily given; 
we arm ourselves and others with the knowledge and 
skills to save lives by enrolling in health, nursing, first aid, 
water safety and small craft training courses; we assist 
the thousands of our fellow citizens who have been vic- 
timized by natural disasters; and we continue to help over 
one million servicemen, veterans and their families each 
year cope with emergency situations. 

Within the Federal Government, the Red Cross is a 
part of the Combined Federal Campaign, but more than 
half of its 3,100 chapters raise all their funds in March. 
All chapters use that month to inform the public of Red 
Cross services available to citizens and to recruit new blood 
donors and volunteers. 

As President of the United States and Honorary 
Chairman of the American Red Cross, I urge all civilian 
employees of the Federal Government and members of 
the Armed Forces to support this vital voluntary effort to 
the best of their ability. 

GerALp R. Forp 


Save Your Vision Week, 1976 
Proclamation 4419. February 25, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

Try to imagine a world without sunsets, without the 
smiles of friends, without the comfort of books, or without 
any of the simple sights we take for granted but which 
make our lives so much richer. Such a world will become 
a reality for the fifty thousand Americans who will become 
blind this year alone. Over a million other Americans will 
also suffer some form of visual impairment. Yet all too 
often it is only when these problems occur that we realize 
how important vision is to almost every aspect of our daily 
existence. 

Americans have access to the most advanced facilities 
for the care of vision available in the world. This has been 
made possible through sustained research by dedicated 
professionals, supported in large measure by private orga- 
nizations as well as the Federal Government, through the 
National Eye Institute. Nevertheless, whether out of 
vanity or unfamiliarity with the elementary principles of 
proper vision care, millions of Americans continue to ne- 
glect their eyesight. 

To remind all Americans of the importance of good 
vision to themselves and the Nation, and to encourage 
them to learn and practice the fundamentals of eye 
safety—including the need for regular professional exami- 
nation—the Congress, by joint resolution (36 U.S.C. 
196a), has requested the President to issue annually a 
proclamation designating the first week in March as Save 
Your Vision Week. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week beginning March 7, 1976, as Save Your Vision 
Week. I urge all Americans to mark this occasion by 
learning and practicing the safety measures appropriate 
for good eyesight. I call upon optometrists, ophthalmolo- 
gists, and opticians, the communications media, and edu- 
cators to join in public activities and programs to improve 
and protect the vision of Americans of all ages. 

In Witness WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand © 
this twenty-fifth day of February in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundredth. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:34 am., 
February 25, 1976] 
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Financial Assistance for 
Health Care Act 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing His Message 
to the Congress Proposing Reform 
Legislation. February 25, 1976 


Secretary Mathews, and your associates in the Depart- 
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare: 

As you well know, I am asking the Congress today 
to enact the Financial Assistance for Health Care Act, 
which will consolidate Medicaid and i5 categorical Fed- 
eral health programs into a $10 billion block grant to our 
various States. 

I am proposing that future Federal funding for this 
new program be increased in increments of $500 million 
annually. My proposal is designed to distribute Federal 
health care dollars more equitably and to increase State 
control over health spending. 

My proposal also recognizes what I consider to be a 
more appropriate Federal role in providing financial as- 
sistance to State and local governments to improve the 
quality and the distribution of health services. 

Let me emphasize that no State will receive less Federal 
money in the future under my block grant proposal than 
it received in fiscal year 1976 under the programs being 
consolidated. 

My consolidation proposal will allow the States far 
greater flexibility in providing for the delivery of health 
care services to those with low incomes. It eliminates the 
requirements for State matching funds. 

My proposal is designed to reduce Federal redtape, 
increase local control over health spending, and expand 
public participation in health planning. It is essential to 
continuing our national progress in the field of health. 

I strongly urge the Congress to take affirmative action 
quickly and positively on this important proposal. 

Mr. Secretary, I am signing the message to the Con- 
gress so that they can move quickly and, as I said, posi- 
tively, on this very important proposal. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 1:53 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. 


Financial Assistance for 
Health Care Act 


The President’s Message to the Congress Proposing 
Reform Legislation. February 25, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 
The health of our people is one of our Nation’s most 
vital resources. 


Significant progress has been made in improving the 
health of the Nation’s people during the last 25 years, as 
can be seen in the reductions in the infant mortality rate, 
increases in life expectancy, and the conquering of some 
communicable diseases. This progress has come under a 
largely private health care system with the support of 
public funds. 

In the past 10-year period (1965-1975) Federal spend- 
ing for health has increased from $5 billion to $37 billion. 
With greater Federal funding has come a multitude of 
Federal programs, regulations and restrictions—all moti- 
vated by the best of intentions but each adding to the 
confusion and overlap and inequity that now characterizes 
our efforts at the national level. 

Today I am proposing to the Congress legislation that 
addresses these problems. I am asking Congress to enact 
the Financial Assistance for Health Care Act which will 
consolidate Medicaid and 15 categorical Federal health 
programs into a $10 billion block grant to the States. I 
am proposing that future Federal funding for this new 
program be increased annually in increments of $500 
million plus the amounts needed after 1980 to ensure that 
no State will in the future receive less under this proposal 
than it received in fiscal year 1976. 

The Financial Assistance for Health Care proposal is 
being submitted after extensive consultation with orga- 
nizations representing the publicly elected officials who 
will be responsible for administering the program. I be- 
lieve this proposal represents a major step toward over- 
coming some of the most serious defects in our present 
system of Federal financing of health care. 

My proposal is designed to achieve a more equitable 
distribution of Federal health dollars among States and to 
increase State control over health spending. My proposal 
also recognizes the appropriate Federal role in providing 
financial assistance to State and local governments to im- 
prove the quality and distribution of health services. 

The enactment of this legislation will achieve a more 
equitable distribution of Federal health dollars by pro- 
viding funds according to a formula giving primary weight 
to a State’s low-income population. The formula also takes 
into account the relative “tax effort” made by a State and 
the per capita income of that State. 


Let me emphasize that every State will receive more 
Federal funds in fiscal years 1977, 1978 and 1979 under 
the block grant than it received in fiscal year 1976. My 
proposal also allows for a gradual phase-in of the distri- 
bution formula in future years to ensure a systematic, 
orderly transition that will permit States to adjust to the 


new program. 

To assure accountability and responsiveness to the pub- 
lic, my proposal requires each State to develop an annual 
health care plan as a condition to receiving Federal funds. 
This plan will be developed through a Statewide public 
review and comment process which will assure partici- 
pation by all concerned parties. Thus, increased State 
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responsibility will be coupled with expanded public par- 
ticipation, and accountability in the development of State 
health policies, 

This propesed consolidation of health programs is essen- 
tial to continue our national progress in the field of health. 
It is designed to permit States greater flexibility in pro- 
viding for delivery of health care services to those with 
low income. It eliminates the requirements for State 
matching. And it recognizes the need for a cooperative 
relationship among governments at all levels. My proposal 
would reduce Federal red tape, increase local control over 
health spending, and expand public participation in 
health planning. 

While I am proposing to increase State control over 
health spending, we will continue to concentrate our ef- 
forts in areas of appropriate Federal responsibility. For 
example, my budget proposals for 1977 include the 
following: 

—In food and drug safety, I have asked for $226 mil- 
lion in 1977, an increase of $17 million, to enable 
further progress in priority areas; 

—In the area of drug abuse prevention, I propose 
almost $500 million for prevention and treatment to 
expand national drug abuse treatment capacity to 
meet the current need; 

—My budget requests more than $3 billion for health 
research, including continued support of major na- 
tional efforts in cancer and heart disease research 
and support for new scientific opportunities in the 
fields of environmental health, aging, and immu- 
nology; 

—lIn our effort to improve the training and utilization 
of doctors and other health professionals, I have re- 
quested new legislation and funding of $319 million, 
designed to concentrate on the problems of geo- 
graphic and specialty maldistribution of health 
professionals; 

—To assist local communities to attract physicians, 
dentists and other health professionals to under- 
served areas, I am proposing to expand the National 
Health Service Corps demonstration program 38% 
from $18 million to $25 million; 

—To assist the development of a strong health main- 
tenance alternative, I have directed HEW to move 
rapidly in administering the dual option provisions 
of the HMO Act. And, to complete the 5-year effort 
to demonstrate and test the health maintenance orga- 
nization concept, I have requested an additional 
year’s authorization for new commitments. As of last 
June, there were 10 health maintenance organiza- 
tions certified through the dual option provisions; 

—To provide improved health services to American 
Indians and Alaska Natives, I am asking for $355 
million. Spending by the Indian Health Service 
alone in 1977 will result in over $685 per beneficiary, 
or over $2,740 per Indian family of four; 


—In the area of veterans’ health care, I have requested 
$4.5 billion to assure continued quality care by pro- 
viding for increases in medical staff and research 
related to VA health care delivery. 

A realistic assessment of the present health care pro- 
grams and the responsibilities of Federal, State, and local 
governments fully demonstrates that the reforms I am 
proposing in Federal health care are needed now. The 
Medicare Improvements of 1976 that I recommended to 
the Congress on February 11 also represents a balanced 
response to needed program reforms. This proposal is 
designed to improve catastrophic health cost protection 
for our aged and disabled, restrain cost increases in the 
Medicare program and provide training [financing] for 
the hospital insurance trust fund. 

I request that the Congress give both these measures 
the earliest possible consideration. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
February 25, 1976. 


16th Mexico-United States 
Interparliamentary Conference 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President and 
Enrique Olivares Santana, President of the Mexican 
Senate, at a Reception in the State Dining Room. 
February 25, 1976 


THE PrEsWENT. Senator Olivares, Senator Mansfeld, 
distinguished members of the Mexican-U.S. parliamen- 
tary group: 

It is a great privilege and pleasure for me to welcome 
the delegation, the delegates and their spouses to the 
White House. 

It is my understanding that last year President 
Echeverria hosted the delegation when they were in 
Mexico. It is my understanding that this is the 16th gath- 
ering or getting together of the Mexican-U:S. parliamen- 
tary group. 

I was never privileged, when I was a Member of Con- 
gress, to be a member of this parliamentary group, and I 
regretted that failure very much. My inability to make the 
U.S. delegation when I was in Congress doesn’t mean I 
don’t have a great interest in interparliamentary or parlia- 
mentary gatherings of nations around the world. I was on 
the U.S. interparliamentary group on four occasions, and 
I was privileged to serve on two occasions in the Cana- 
dian-U:S. parliamentary group. 

I am a very strong believer in the annual gathering of 
parliamentarians on a bilateral, as well as a multilateral 
basis. This method of getting together by parliamentarians 
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is, I think, a great help and assistance to those in the 
executive branch of the Government. 

The first trip outside of the United States that I took 
on becoming President was to the country of Mexico, in 
October of 1974. In my opportunity to meet with Presi- 
dent Echeverria, we had extensive talks both on the 
United States side as well as the Mexican side. And it is 
my strong feeling that parliamentarians getting together 
add to the substance of the talks between the executives 
of two great countries. 

When I met with the President of Mexico, we talked 
about trade, tourism, investment, the narcotics problem, 
border difficulties, and I am sure that in your consultations 
here in the United States you will likewise involve your- 
selves in those very important issues. I am sure that Presi- 
dent Echeverria and myself will welcome any recom- 
mendations that come from this group as you consult on 
those very important issues. 

It is my understanding that you are going to do a 
little traveling around the United States. I know that you 
will be very warmly received. The American people and 
those from your country, Mexico, have a great feeling on 
behalf of one another, and the American people will re- 
flect our warmth of feeling toward the people of Mexico 
as they welcome you in their respective communities. 

I am led to believe you are going to end your trip in 
one of my favorite places in the United States. [Laughter] 
I wish I could qualify as a parliamentarian and join you, 
but I know that before you get to Vail, Colorado, you 
will have had a wonderful time in the United States. And 
I can assure you, whether you ski or don’t ski, you can 
really enjoy the benefits and blessings of the American 
Rockies and, particularly, Vail, Colorado. 

If you don’t know it already, a great many people from 
Mexico go to Vail. As a matter of fact, they bought or 
built—I am not sure which—a very fine building with 
many condominiums right at the base of the mountain 
and right next to the golf course. 

I just urge you not to fall while you are out there, and 
particularly don’t do it if there are any cameras around. 
[Laughter] 

I welcome you again, and will you express to President 
Echeverria my very, very best? And I am looking forward 
to your newly elected President sometime in 1976. 

Good luck, and God bless you all. 

SENATOR OttivarEs. President Ford, Senator Mans- 
field, Ambassadors of Mexico and the United States: 

I had the privilege of accompanying President Eche- 
verria in the meeting that he held with President Ford in 
Magdelena Sonora. And I can see right now that the 
bonds of fraternal friendship and mutual respect between 
the leaders of our two respective countries continue to 
persist. 

We Mexican Congressmen and Senators have come 
here to gather together for the 16th time to discuss with 
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the Members of Congress, our friends from the United 
States, matters of common concern, without any obstacles 
in our path, without any bad weeds that block our path, 
because this is a clear path of friendship that we have 
been following for these last 16 years. 

And, therefore, President Ford, we come here once 
more to this home of the Presidents of the American peo- 
ple. That emphasizes the great significance that we attrib- 
ute to the mutual respect and friendship that exists be- 
tween our two peoples. 

Sixteen years have passed since, for the first time, legis- 
lators of this great country and of our own gathered to 
discuss the problems that are common to us and also to 
consider the aspirations that each one of our peoples has 
and tries to win, and we have continued this fruitful 
dialog. 

Throughout these years, we have been able to bind 
together with special dedication and effort the friendly 
relations based on respect and understanding that today 
permits both Mexicans and Americans to offer an ex- 
ample of cordial and civilized relationships. 

Members of Parliament of both of our countries are 
dedicated to prove that politics is a peaceful confrontation 
between our ideological principles and the programs with 
which each people wishes to open a path towards a 
brighter future of welfare and of justice. 

We have come to Washington to present our respects 
to the President of the American people and to tell him 
that with renewed trust we begin our 16th meeting, con- 
vinced that the path towards international understanding, 
nothing can replace a direct relationship between lead- 
ers, between legislators, between social leaders. 

Our very extensive geographic border brings with it 
complications and phenomena that we cannot ignore and 
that also cannot be resolved by magic and all of a sudden. 

Never before in the world have we seen such a rapid 
development in every possible field. Never before have 
the captive forces of nature, converted into military 
power, placed in certain danger and grave risk man- 
kind itself. But within the context of this reality, we be- 
lieve that the positive prospective for the developments 
of humankind are greater and have more energetic pos- 
sibilities than the threats for its destruction. 

In the past few years, every society has had to change 
and adapt its own structures of society in order to try to 
satisfy the aspirations of its people, to change its struc- 
tures according to the demands of the people to meet 
their needs and to build an international society that is 
based on equity, welfare, and peace. As never before, the 
destiny of mankind is indivisible, as was stated by Presi- 
dent Echeverria when he proposed the charter of the 
economic rights and duties of States. 

The vibrant reality of everyday life shows that, in et- 
fect, no society can think about its total development 
on the basis of isolation and in the search of a self-suffi- 
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ciency which ever-increasingly becomes more sterile be- 
cause of its impossible nature and because of its utopian 
nature. ' 

Throughout these conversations among friends, Presi- 
dent Ford, we are going to bear in mind this fundamental 
fact of the increasing interdependence of contemporary 
world. And we will discuss the ways how, within the 
framework of this situation, we can reach a better under- 
standing and help each other better. 

We will take up bilateral problems that once more 
will bring us to insist on our own points of view. We shall 
speak about the United Nations and the inpostponeable 
necessity of guaranteeing and enriching its existence. 

We will make reference to the Organization of Ameri- 
can States and to its adaptation to the new times. We will 
review our joint efforts to control, combat, and banish 
this calamity for the contemporary world represented by 
the traffic in drugs. We shall analyze the basic concepts 
on the Law of the Sea and, very particularly, the one 
pertaining to the economic exclusive zone. 

We will, once again, take up the protection of human 
rights under all types of circumstances, and we will speak 
of democracy and of its destiny within this Western 
Hemisphere. And we will also take up the economic prob- 
lems both on a bilateral and international level. 

President Ford, you—who have been a Member of 
Congress and know the real worth of politics, understood 
in its deepest and most noble sense—at the same time 
know that our efforts are not sterile and are aware, as you 
have said, that our conversations will not lead to execu- 
tive agreements, but will lead to the formation of opinions 
and points of view and concepts that one way or another 
will contribute to a better direction for the public affairs 
of both this great country and of Mexico. 

The United States are celebrating this year the Bicen- 
tennial of its independence. This independence was for 
many peoples of the Americas and of the entire world a 
guide and a model for their own struggles for freedom. 

Mexico, like the United States, believes that there is 
nothing of more importance than national independence 
and, therefore, as you do, we recall with veneration al- 
ways the forefathers and the founders of the Mexican 
nation, those who were capable of overcoming and win- 
ning over colonialism at the beginning of the 19th cen- 
tury in order to establish the basis of our own national 
sovereign life. 

On behalf of the Members of the Lower House, the 
Congress and the House of Representatives, and the 
Senate, President Ford who are members of this Mexi- 
can delegation and, especially, the co-chairman, Deputy 
Luis Danton Rodriguez, and myself, please permit me 
to express to you the best wishes for the welfare of the 
American people and for the health and good fortune of 
you and your family. And in shaking hands, President 
Ford, I feel we are shaking hands symbolically with Frank- 


lin, Washington, and Jefferson, the builders of this great 
Nation. 

Finally, President Ford, I have the honor to carry out 
a mission entrusted to me by President Echeverria to 
give you these three volumes that have been recently 
published. One is called, “Mexico is Like This,” and the 
other two represent the purest expression of our Mexican 
artisanship. And I hope through these three volumes, you 
will receive the reiteration of the testimony of friendship 
by the President of our country for the President of this 
great country, and also for the Members of Congress. 

To you, sir. 

THE Preswent. Let me thank you, Senator Oliv- 
vares, and all of you from the Mexican delegation, for 
this thoughtfulness in bringing this wonderful gift from 
President Echeverria. I have had several wonderful ex- 
periences in Mexico, and I am sure in the volumes here, 
there will be an opportunity for me to refresh my great 
memories of those delightful times in your country. 

I reiterate my warm welcome to all of you in the White 
House. I welcome you again on behalf of all of the Ameri- 
can people and wish you well in your travels. 

Thank you very, very much. 

Note: The President spoke at 3:10 p.m. in the State Dining Room 
at the White House where he greeted members of the American 


and Mexican delegations to the Conference. Senator Olivares spoke 
in Spanish, and his remarks were translated by an interpreter. 


Inland Daily Press Association 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session in the East Room. February 25, 1976 


Tue Presiwent. Mr. Roth, Mr. Brown, Mr. Boykin, 
members of the Inland Press and guests: 

It is awfully nice to have you here in the East Room 
of the White House. I remember very vividly my oppor- 
tunity to get together with all of you in 1974 in Denver. 
As I recall, we used at that time much the same format 
as we are anticipating this afternoon, a very limited com- 
ment by me followed by questions from all of you. 

It is not my birthday today—[laughter |—but I did get 
a fairly good present in the last 24 hours. 

So, with those very general and not very consequential 
observations, I will be glad to answer any questions. Don’t 
be so shy. [Laughter] 


New HampsuireE Primary ELEcTION VICTORY 


Q. Mr. President, can you tell us what your reactions 
are to your rather narrow victory in New Hampshire? 


Tue Preswent. I naturally was very pleased. I went 
to bed about 11:30 last night and woke up at 5:30, the 
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usual time, and I turned the radio on and the news was 
very good. I think we really mounted an effective cam- 
paign, starting about 3 weeks ago. 

The first trip to New Hampshire was, I think, very ef- 
fective, culminating in a tremendous meeting with the 
students at the University of New Hampshire, which was 
a highlight, actually, of that weekend. And then we had 
an excellent trip down to Florida, and that momentum 
started to build up, and then we had a very favorable 
meeting in New Hampshire, in Keene and Dover, last 
weekend. 

And of course, the good economic news of the last 3 
weeks—the employment up, unemployment down, the 
wholesale price index and the consumer price index, plus 
the other developments—all started the momentum going. 

I can’t help but comment, though. Some of those who 
didn’t do so well yesterday seemed to be satisfied with 
second. I never knew of any political campaign where 
running second was very beneficial. 

But we are very happy, and we expect to keep going. 
And with the momentum we have, I am confident we will 
end up in Kansas City with a good victory and we will 
end on November 2 with a bigger one. 

Yes, sir? 


Vice PRESDENTIAL CANDIDATE 


Q. Mr. President, have you given any consideration to 
who you would like to be the candidate for Vice Presi- 
dent? 

Tue Present. I mentioned a number of them a week 
or two ago. I hestitate to add to or subtract from that list. 
I got in enough trouble just suggesting a number of the 
potentials that we have. [Laughter] I happen to believe 
the Republican Party at the Federal, as well as the State 
level has a great wealth of potential Vice Presidential 
candidates. And, therefore, I don’t want to preclude any- 
body from getting in the ballgame and working with me 
to unify the Republican Party and present a good team in 
the general election. 


ForMER PreswENT Nrxon’s Visit TO CHINA 


Q. Mr. President? 

THE Present. Yes, sir? 

Q. There seems to have been some speculation that 
Richard Nixon’s trip to China has in fact had a dampen- 
ing effect on your votes. Do you have any comment on 
that? 

Tue Present. I have seen what others have said. I 
hesitate to evaluate the impact, good or bad, on the elec- 
tion yesterday. My general impression is that there was a 
minimal impact, but others differ with that. And we will 
try to assess it as we look at the final results. 

Yes, sir? 
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Q. Will you or someone from your staff meet with Mr. 
Nixon when he returns from China? 

Tue Presment. As has been indicated, if Mr. Nixon, 
when he gets back, feels there is something significant that 
ought to be conveyed to the Administration, we expect 
that it will be given to the Administration through the 
Department of State. But we will wait till he gets back and 
let him indicate whether there is something significant 
that he would like to convey to us. 

Yes, sir? 


Pusiic EMPLOYMENT LEGISLATION 


Q. Is there any kind of public works bill that the Con- 
gress might pass that you would feel you would be able 
to sign? 

THE Preswent. The bill I have indicated I would 
support is one that the Secretary of HUD, Carla Hills, 
has worked on with Senator Griffin and Congressman 
Brown. It would provide roughly $740 million as an 
add-on to the community development appropriation bill. 
The community development program is a program of 
about $3,300 million that goes to the municipalities and 
other units of government to cover what used to be urban 
development, model cities, and five other programs. 

We think this is a better answer than some typical pub- 
lic works program because the cities and other local units 
of government are ready right now. It is a going program, 
and if the Congress would go along with that, I think that 
is the best way to answer the employment problem as 
quickly as possible. 

We are working to see if the Congress won’t accept that 
proposal. And although I hesitate to add to the budget, I 
think in the spirit of compromise, we would go along with 
that approach of adding about $740 million because it is 
the quickest and the best way to get jobs at the local level. 

Yes, sir? 


U.S. Poticy at THE UNrrep NATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, today you announced the new lead- 
ership at the United Nations. Does that signify or signal 
any rough change in our policy there? 

Tue Presment. Not at all. Bill Scranton will carry 
out my policies, my policies were those that Pat Moynihan 
carried out, so the switch from Moynihan to Scranton 
will not in any way whatsoever change our policies. 

As I said this morning, at the time I made the an- 
nouncement of Bill Scranton’s nomination, we are 
stronger at the United Nations today than we have been 
for a good many years. It started when Secretary Kis- 
singer made a presentation to the Seventh Special Session 
of the United Nations last fall, followed by Ambassador 
Moynihan’s actions and speeches in the United Nations 
since January of this year. Bill Scranton will carry out 
those policies, which I think have been very effective. 

I don’t want to be all on the left side here. [Laughter] 
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Tue PresipENT’s Economic Po icy 


Q. Mr. President, most of the unsuccessful candidates 
in New Hampshire were promising full employment. Do 
you promise full employment and, if not, in light of the 
improvement in the economic climate reported in recent 
weeks, what are your terms for substantial employment? 

Tue Preswent. I promise substantially increased em- 
ployment without the ravages of inflation. I believe the 
policies we are pursuing at the present time will result in 
a continuous downward trend in the cost of living. I be- 
lieve it will also provide for increased employment oppor- 
tunities primarily in the private sector where five out of 
the six jobs in this country today exist. 

I think anyone who promises overnight, quick-fix, full 
employment isn’t being candid with the American people. 
And I think the American people are smarter than any- 
body who is campaigning for an elective office who says, 
“You elect me and I will turn a switch and all of you will 
have jobs.” 

I think the American people know that can’t happen. 
They are, in my opinion, very hungry for frankness and 
the proper approach then is to tell them the facts. And, 
if they are told the facts, they will understand that we 
have to have a firm, constructive policy in the employ- 
ment-inflation area that will bring meaningful jobs, per- 
manent jobs with an opportunity for advancement, and a 
continuous, effective campaign against inflation. 

Yes, sir? 


RESTORATION OF CONFIDENCE IN THE PRESIDENCY 


Q. Mr. President, when you came into office you indi- 
cated that one of your main goals was to restore public 
faith in the Office of the Presidency. Considering the sta- 
tistics and the polls, do you feel the Presidency has been 
restored to its former height? 

THE PresweEnT. Well, every poll we have seen where 
they break down what you like and don’t like about Presi- 
dent Ford and the other candidates—every poll that gives 
an individual the opportunity to say, “Do you think 
President Ford is honest,” et cetera, we do very well. So, 
if that is the criteria, I think we have restored honesty and 
frankness and straightforwardness to the White House. 

Yes, sir? 


OvuTCOME OF THE DeMocrRATIC PRIMARY IN NEW 
HAMPSHIRE 


Q. Mr. President, as a keen political analyst, would 
you care to comment on the results of the Democratic pri- 
mary in New Hampshire? 

THE Present. It looks like a horse race to me— 
[laughter|—and I am not a gambling man. But I still 
think when they get all through these gyrations, Hubert 
will probably be the nomineee. I have said that for over a 
year, and I think the odds are getting better and better. 

Yes, sir? 


Mintmum WaAcE RELATING To YouTH EMPLOYMENT; 
ENERGY LEGISLATION 


Q. Mr. President, it was obvious, or it seemed obvious 
to me from your veto of that so-called job creation bill, 
that you didn’t think that that was a very serious—even 
though it was a grandiose—scheme. 

Now, there are some real fundamental schemes, as the 
Chinaman says about the journey that begins with a sin- 
gle, simple step, such as doing something about the mini- 
mum wage so that our youngsters of all shades and back- 
grounds can expect to undertake jobs in the private sec- 
tor where they perhaps are not worth at the starting wage 
that they normally have to be put under. 

Is anything being done, for instance, to clean up the 
natural gas and the fuel oil and the gasoline prices that 
are holding down jobs in that sector where there are liter- 
ally thousands of jobs available? Or is anything being 
done about Mr. Burns’ suggestion that perhaps unemploy- 
ment compensation for many people has become a way 
of life, instead of cutting off at some point that would 
spur people to leave the old gold mine and look for a new 
one? 

Tue Preswent. Let me answer the one concerning 
youth employment as it relates to the minimum wage. 
When I was in the House of Representatives, we went 
through periodically the struggle to achieve what was 
called a youth differential. I always supported a youth 
differential, because I think it is very important to get 
good work habits established with the young people. And 
an employer needs to have some incentive to employ a 
young person who is inexperienced, who has virtually no 
expertise in the particular job. 

Unfortunately, we never did as well in that area in 
getting that kind of an amendment to the legislation. I 
still believe in it and I hope the Congress, if and when 
they pass any changes in the Fair Labor Standards Act, 
that they will include a youth differential proposal. It’s 
very meaningful. 

Now, in the area of deregulation of natural gas and the 
stimulation of greater domestic production of oil, we 
fought very hard, both in the Senate as well as in the 
House, to get a permanent deregulation of natural gas. 
And, somewhat reluctantly, I signed this energy bill that 
was put on my desk last December. The one that I signed 
was a step forward. It eventually, over a period of 40 
months, will result in deregulation of prices as far as fuel 
oil is concerned. 

The Congress in both cases is very reluctant to pass leg- 
islation that would really, in any way in 1976, increase 
prices. It is a very short-sighted point of view because all 
it means is that we will be delayed 1 or 2 years, maybe 
longer, and it will result in greater and greater reliance on 
foreign oil. It would be far better if we used our own nat- 
ural gas, our own supplies of crude oil here in the United 
States. 
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So until we can get the Congress to move, certainly in 
deregulation of gas, and until we can get some forward 
movement under the present energy bill, I don’t think you 
are going to see any great stimulation of domestic produc- 
tion either in gas or in oil. 

And the third point? 


REDUCTION IN UNEMPLOYMENT 


Q. How about Mr. Burns’ statement that the unem- 
ployment has gone on so long that for some people it is a 
way of life and they don’t go out and look for a job? 

THe Preswent. Well, I was very encouraged in the 
report that came to my desk yesterday that new applica- 
tions for unemployment were down. The total number of 
people on covered unemployment were down. So I think 
we are gradually working out of that heavy burden of 
unemployment, and with the figures we got 2 weeks ago, 
I am confident that the economy is coming back so that 
problem will be resolved. 

Yes, sir? 


CoMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 


Q. Mr. President, on the community development pro- 
gram again, I wrote down 15,000 people who were hit 
last year by a devastating tornado, who lost half of their 
goods. And because we don’t have unemployment and 
the ghetto problems of great cities, we find we don’t 
qualify for a lot of the Federal aid that might be coming 
through these programs. I was wondering if you have 
given that any consideration, that smaller towns don’t 
qualify for big city aid? 

Tue Preswent. In the legislation that I was discuss- 
ing a moment ago, in the $740 million program under 
the Community Development Act, 25 percent of that 
money was allocated to communities under 50,000. So I 
am sure that a community such as the one you describe 
would be eligible for help and assistance. 

Yes, sir? 


Po.icy DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PRESIDENT ForpD AND 
RONALD REAGAN 


Q. What were some of the major issues developed in 
the New Hampshire primary? 

THE Presment. What are some of the major issues 
developed in the primary? I think one of the major issues 
was the very definite difference in my approach and in 
former Governor Reagan’s approach on how we would 
get local responsibility to handle the problems that exist 
in the whole United States at the local level. 

My approach is one of taking Federal money, giving it 
to the States and to the local communities and letting 
them make the decisions as to how that money should be 
spent. And Governor Reagan’s proposal is to take away 
the Federal funds and tell the States and local units of 
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government that, if they want to solve the problems, they 
have to take additional tax money at either the State 
or the local level. I think the approach that we have rec- 
ommended is the preferable one and I think it was a 
factor in the election in New Hampshire. 

There were some other issues where we got into some 
differences on how there should be a financing of the 
social security program, how it should be managed, the 
trust fund. But I really think the fiscal issue and the deliv- 
ery of services to the local people was rather significant. 

Yes, ma’am? 

BeTTy Forp 


Q. I would like to commend you for letting Betty speak 
her mind. [Laughter] 

THe Present. I knew when I married her she would. 
[Laughter] So she hasn’t changed and I don’t think she 
will, and I am real proud that her polls are better than 
mine. [Laughter] 

Q. In relation to that, how does she enjoy being on 
the campaign trail without you in Florida? 

Tue Preswent. I talked to her last night about mid- 
night and she said she had a good day in Jacksonville. 
She enjoys the opportunity to get out and participate. 
Half of the trip is nonpolitical and half of it is political. 
She enjoys it and she is a big help and assist. So I don’t 
have to urge her. 

Yes, sir? 


DETENTE AND ITs RELATION TO ANGOLA 


Q. Mr. President, in the area of détente, your critics at 
home say that it is all our give and their take. Certainly 
the leadership of China believes this. Russian expansion- 
ism is at the highest peak as it has ever been, and as we 
see what they have done in Angola through supplies and 
help with Cuban manpower, it seems that their point is 
right. I would like to know how you feel that we’re getting 
anything out of it and they’re not getting everything? 

Tue Preswent. First, I categorically deny that in our 
relations with the Soviet Union they have benefited more 
than we. That just is totally inaccurate. 

Now, if we are going to talk about Angola, the blame 
should not be laid at the White House. The blame should 
be laid at Capitol Hill because I strongly said that we 
had to meet the challenge without U.S. military person- 
nel in Angola. 


I signed a necessary document that said we would use 
certain amounts of money to provide arms to the FNLA 
and to the UNITA forces—two out of the three forces 
in Angola. With the release of that money those two 
forces were beating the MPLA. And until the Congress 
said no, the forces we were supporting were prevailing. 
But the minute the Congress said no, and we couldn’t 
provide our allies with what they needed, then the Soviet 
Union and Cuba won. It is just that simple. 
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That is not a fault of the Administration or the execu- 
tive branch. The Congress just failed to stand up and do 
what they should have done. So there can’t be any blame 
of the executive branch in failing to challenge the Soviet 
Union. The Congress bugged out. That is just what it 
amounted to. 

So I can assure you, whether it is in Angola or any 
place else, we are going to meet forthrightly the challenge 
of any nation that has aggressive interests beyond what 
we think are reasonable and fair. We challenged them 
in Angola, but we were precluded from doing what was 
necessary. 

I hope the Congress, if it happens again will have a 
different attitude. And if they will, I think we can pre- 
vent expansionism any place throughout the world, as 
I think we should. 

What really worries me—and I was talking to a very 
astute person this morning about this—if you will refresh 
your memories, you will recall in the 1930’s when Mus- 
solini went into Ethiopia and the allies did nothing, 
absolutely nothing, that was the invitation for further 
aggression, whether it was in Africa in that instance, or 
elsewhere. 

Now I am not saying Angola is identical, but it has 
enough similarity that we ought to look in past history 
and learn from it. And I hope the Congress recognizes 
that every time we fail to act where aggression is obvious, 
it just invites a greater action someplace else. 

We are going to meet the challenge unless the Congress 
continues to handcuff us. 

And let me assure you that if we sign a SALT agree- 
ment, it will be an agreement in our interest in world 
peace; it will be a good, two-way, Yankee trader agree- 
ment, nothing more, nothing less. 

REporTER. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 

Tue Presment. Thank you all. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:07 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 


Energy Research and 
Development Administration 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 

Robert L. Hirsch To Be Assistant Administrator for 
Solar, Geothermal, and Advanced Energy Systems. 
February 26, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Robert L. Hirsch, of Potomac, Md., to be Assistant 
Administrator of the Energy Research and Development 
Administration. His area of responsibility will be Solar, 
Geothermal, and Advanced Energy Systems. He will 


succeed John Teem, who resigned effective January 31, 
1976. Dr. Hirsch has been Director of the Division of 
Controlled Thermonuclear Research for ERDA since 
1972. 

Born in Evanston, IIl., on March 6, 1935, Mr. Hirsch 
received his B.S. degree from the University of Illinois 
in 1958. He attended the University of Michigan and 
received his M.S. in 1959. He was awarded his Ph. D. 
from the University of Illinois in 1964. 

In 1959, Mr. Hirsch joined Atomics International of 
Canoga Park, Calif., as an engineer for the Space Nuclear 
Systems Program. From 1964 to 1968, he was with ITT 
Industrial Laboratories as a physicist and later as direc- 
tor of the Nuclear Engineering and Plasma Physics De- 
partment. He joined the United States Atomic Energy 
Commission in 1968 as a physicist and later became 
Senior Physicist of the Division of Controlled Thermo- 
nuclear Research. He became Director of the Division 
in 1972. 

Mr. Hirsch is married to the former Evelyn Podhouser, 
and they have three children. 


Energy 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing His Message 
to Congress Proposing Enactment of Legislation To 
Provide for Energy Needs. February 26, 1976 


Secretary Richardson, Secretary Kleppe, distinguished 
members oj the Administration: 

Just over 2 years ago the Arab embargo taught us that 
the United States had become far, far too dependent 
upon other countries for our oil supplies. We learned the 
high price of excessive dependence in dollars as well as in 
jobs. 

Today, there is a very real danger that present condi- 
tions may lull us into a false sense of security. The long 
lines at the gasoline stations have faded from most of 
people’s memories. But we still have a very, very serious 
energy problem. The problem is that we are still far too 
dependent on foreign sources of oil. This problem will get 
worse if we don’t act quickly and effectively. 

During the past year I have placed before the Con- 
gress a comprehensive set of legislative proposals designed 
to help us achieve our goal of energy independence. My 
budget for fiscal year 1977 provides for a 30 percent in- 
crease in funding for energy research and development. 
I have taken the steps necessary and possible within exist- 
ing authority. The need now is for Congressional action. 

I am announcing today a significant new legislative pro- 
posal which would establish a clear procedure, as well as a 
timetable, for bringing needed natural gas supplies from 
the North Slope of Alaska to the Lower 48 States. 


Volume 12—Number 9 








290 


After months of debate on energy, the Congress has 
Completed action on only one major piece of energy legis- 
lation. My 18 other major legislative proposals which are 
absolutely essential to achieve our national energy goals 
still await action by the Congress. Legislative action to 
deregulate the price of new natural gas is the most essen- 
tial of these legislative proposals if we are to achieve 
energy independence. 

The bill passed by the Senate would increase 1985 
production by over 25 percent—25 percent more, I em- 
phasize—than under current regulations, cutting oil im- 
ports by almost 3 million barrels per day. Unfortunately, 
the House of Representatives has not shown the same fore- 
sight and the legislation that it has passed would further 
speed the decline in domestic natural gas production. 

In the long run, the American people will pay more 
under current regulations than if we act to stimulate do- 
mestic production in natural gas. 

Naturally, I hope that the Congress will show some 
wisdom and do some affirmative action in trying to in- 
crease our domestic production, and the best way they 
can do it is to pass the bill that I recommended, or the 
version passed by the United States Senate. 

At this time, I will sign the message which will go to 
the Congress urging the Congress to act, and act promptly. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:11 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. 


Energy 


The President’s Message to the Congress Proposing 
Enactment of Legislation To Provide for Energy Needs. 
February 26, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

A little over two years ago, the Arab embargo proved 
that our Nation had become excessively dependent upon 
others for our oil supplies. We now realize how critical 
energy is to the defense of our country, to the strength 
of our economy, and to the quality of our lives. 

We must reduce our vulnerability to the economic dis- 
ruption which a few foreign countries can cause by cut- 
ting off our energy supplies or by arbitrarily raising prices. 
We must regain our energy independence. 

During the past year, we have made some progress 
toward achieving our energy independence goals, but the 
fact remains that we have a long way to go. However, 
we cannot take the steps required to solve our energy 
problems until the Congress provides the necessary addi- 
tional authority that I have requested. If we do not take 
these steps, our vulnerability will increase dramatically. 

In my first State of the Union Address last year, I 
pointed out that our vulnerability would continue to grow 
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unless a comprehensive energy policy and program were 
implemented. I outlined these goals for regaining our 
energy independence: 

—First, to halt our growing dependence on imported 
oil during the next few critical years. 

—Second, to attain energy independence by 1985 by 
achieving invulnerability to disruptions caused by 
oil import embargoes. Specifically, we must reduce 
oil imports to between 3 and 5 million barrels a day, 
with an accompanying ability to offset any future 
embargo with stored petroleum reserves and emer- 
gency standby measures. 

—Third, to mobilize our technology and resources to 
supply a significant share of the free world’s energy 
needs beyond 1985. 

In pursuing these goals, we have sought to provide 
energy at the lowest cost consistent with our need for ade- 
quate and secure supplies. We should rely upon the pri- 
vate sector and market forces since it is the most efficient 
means of achieving these goals. We must also achieve a 
balance between our environmental and energy objectives. 

These goals were reasonable and sound a year ago and 
they remain so today. 

Since January of 1975, this Administration has initi- 
ated the most comprehensive set of energy programs pos- 
sible under current authority. This includes actions to 
conserve energy, to increase the production of domestic 
energy resources, and to develop technology necessary to 
produce energy from newer sources. 

During this time I have also placed before the Congress 
a major set of legislative proposals that would provide 
the additional authority that is needed to achieve our 
energy independence goals. 

Thus far, the Congress has completed action on only 
one major piece of energy legislation—the Energy Policy 
and Conservation Act—which I signed into law on 
December 22, 1975. That law includes four of the origi- 
nal proposals I submitted to the Congress over a year ago. 
Eighteen other major legislative proposals still await final 
action by the Congress. 


Natural Gas 


The need for Congressional action is most critical in 
the area of natural gas. We must reverse the decline in 
natural gas production and deal effectively with the grow- 
ing shortages that face us each winter. 

Deregulating the price of new natural gas remains the 
most important action that can be taken by the Congress 
to improve our future gas supply situation. If the price 
of natural gas remains under current regulation, total 
domestic production will decline to less than 18 trillion 
cubic feet in 1985. However if deregulation is enacted, 
production would be about 25 percent higher by 1985. 
Natural gas shortages mean higher costs for consumers 
who are forced to switch to more expensive alternative 
fuels and mean, inevitably, an increasing dependence 
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on imported oil. Curtailment of natural gas to industrial 
users in the winters ahead means more unemployment 
and further economic hardships. , 


Therefore, I again urge the Congress to approve legis- 
lation that will remove Federal price regulation from new 
natural gas supplies and will provide the added short- 
term authorities needed to deal with any severe shortages 
forecast for next winter. 

I also urge prompt action by the Congress on a bill I 
will be submitting shortly which is designed to expedite 
the selection of a route and the construction of a trans- 
portation system to bring the vast supplies of natural gas 
from the north slope of Alaska to the “lower 48” markets. 
This legislation would make possible production of about 
1 trillion cubic feet of additional natural gas each year 
by the early 1980s. 

We expect imports of liquefied natural gas (LNG) to 
grow in the next several years to supplement our declin- 
ing domestic supply of natural gas. We must balance these 
supply needs against the risk of becoming overly depend- 
ent on any particular source of supply. 

Recognizing these concerns, I have directed the Energy 
Resources Council to establish procedures for reviewing 
proposed contracts within the Executive Branch, balanc- 
ing the need for supplies with the need to avoid excessive 
dependence, and encouraging new imports where this is 
appropriate. By 1985, we should be able to import | tril- 
lion cubic feet of LNG to help meet our needs without 
becoming overly dependent upon foreign sources. 


Nuclear Power 


Greater utilization must be made of nuclear energy in 
order to achieve energy independence and maintain a 
strong economy. It is likewise vital that we continue our 
world leadership as a reliable supplier of nuclear tech- 
nology in order to assure that worldwide growth in nu- 
clear power is achieved with responsible and effective 
controls. 

At present 57 commercial nuclear power plants are on 
line, providing more than 9 percent of our electrical re- 
quirements, and a total of 179 additional plants are 
planned or committed. If the electrical power supplied by 
the 57 existing nuclear power plants were supplied by oil- 
fired plants, an additional one million barrels of oil would 
be consumed each day. 

On January 19, 1975, I activated the independent 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) which has the 
responsibility for assuring the safety, reliability, and en- 
vironmental acceptability of commercial nuclear power. 
The safety record for nuclear power plants is outstanding. 
Nevertheless, we must continue our efforts to assure that 
it will remain so in the years ahead. The NRC has taken a 
number of steps to reduce unnecessary regulatory delays 
and is continually alert to the need to review its policies 


and procedures for 
responsibilities. 

I have requested greatly increased funding in my 1977 
budget to accelerate research and development efforts that 
will meet our short-term needs to: 

© make the safety of commercial nuclear power plants 

even more certain; 

® develop further domestic safeguards technologies to 

assure against the theft and misuse of nuclear mate- 
rials as the use of nuclear-generated electric power 
grows ; 

® provide for safe and secure long-term storage of 

radioactive wastes; 

® and encourage industry to improve the reliability 

and reduce the construction time of commercial 
nuclear power plants. 

I have also requested additional funds to identify new 
uranium resources and have directed ERDA to work with 
private industry to determine what additional actions are 
needed to bring capacity on-line to reprocess and recycle 
nuclear fuels. 

Internationally, the United States in consultation with 
other nations which supply nuclear technology has de- 
cided to follow stringent export principles to ensure that 
international sharing of the benefits of nuclear energy 
does not lead to the proliferation of nuclear weapons. I 
have also decided that the U.S. should make a special 
contribution of up to $5 million in the next five years to 
strengthen the safeguards program of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. 

It is essential that the Congress act if we are to take 
timely advantage of our nuclear energy potential. I urge 
enactment of the Nuclear Licensing Act to streamline the 
licensing procedures for the construction of new power 
plants. 

I again strongly urge the Congress to give high priority 
to my Nuclear Fuel Assurance Act to provide enriched 
uranium needed for commercial nuclear power plants 
here and abroad. This proposed legislation which I sub- 
mitted in June 1975, would provide the basis for transi- 
tion to a private competitive uranium enrichment indus- 
try and prevent the heavy drain on the Federal budget. If 
the Federal Government were required to finance the 
necessary additional uranium enrichment capacity, it 
would have to commit more than $8 billion over the next 
2 to 3 years and $2 billion annually thereafter. The tax- 
payers would eventually be repaid for these expenditures 
but not until sometime in the 1990’s. Federal expenditures 
are not necessary under the provisions of this Act since 
industry is prepared to assume this responsibility with lim- 
ited government cooperation and some temporary assur- 
ances. Furthermore, a commitment to new Federal ex- 
penditures for uranium enrichment could interfere with 
efforts to increase funding for other critical energy 
programs. 


carrying out its assigned 


Volume 12—Number 9 








292 


Coal 


Coal is the most abundant energy resource available 
in the United States, yet production is at the same level as 
in the 1920’s and accounts for only about 17 percent of 
the Nation’s energy consumption. Coal must be used in- 
creasingly as an alternative to scarce, expensive or in- 
secure oil and natural gas supplies.. We must act to remove 
unnecessary constraints on coal so that production can 
grow from the 1975 level of 640 million tons to over 1 
billion tons by 1985 in order to help achieve energy 
independence. 

We are moving ahead where legislative authority is 
available. 

The Secretary of the Interior has recently adopted a 
new coal leasing policy for the leasing and development 
of more coal on Federal lands. To implement this policy, 
regulations will be issued governing coal mining opera- 
tions on Federal lands, providing for timely development, 
and requiring effective surface mining controls which will 
minimize adverse environmental impacts and require that 
mined lands be reclaimed. As a reflection of the States’ 
interests, the Department proposes to allow application on 
Federal lands of State coal mine reclamation standards 
which are more stringent than Federal standards, unless 
overriding National interests are involved. 

I have directed the Federal Energy Administration and 
the Environmental Protection Agency to work toward 
the conversion of the maximum number of utilities and 
major industrial facilities from gas or oil to coal as per- 
mitted under recently extended authorities, 

We are also stepping up research and development ef- 
forts to find better ways of extracting, producing and 
using coal. 

Again, however, the actions we can take are not enough 
to meet our goals. Action by the Congress is essential. 


I urge the Congress to enact the Clean Air Act amend- 
ments I proposed which will provide the balance we need 
between air quality and energy goals. These amendments 
would permit greater use of coal without sacrificing the 
air quality standards necessary to protect public health. 
Oil 

We must reverse the decline in the Nation’s oil produc- 
tion. I intend to implement the maximum production 
incentives that can be justified under the new Energy 
Policy and Conservation Act. In addition, the Department 
of the Interior will continue its aggressive Outer Con- 
tinental Shelf development program while giving careful 
attention to environmental considerations. 

But these actions are not enough. We need prompt 
action by the Congress on my proposals to allow produc- 
tion from the Naval Petroleum Reserves, This legislation 


is now awaiting action by a House-Senate Conference 
Committee. 
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Production from the Reserves could provide almost one 
million barrels of oil per day by 1985 and will provide both 
the funding and the oil for our strategic oil reserves. 

I also urge the Congress to act quickly on amending the 
Clean Air Act auto emission standards that I proposed 
last June to achieve a balance between objectives for im- 
proving air quality, increasing gasoline mileage, and 
avoiding unnecessary increases in costs to consumers. 
Building Energy Facilities 

In order to attain energy independence for the United 
States, the construction of numerous nuclear power plants, 
coal-fired power plants, oil refineries, synthetic fuel plants, 
and other facilities will be required over the next two 
decades. 

Again, action by the Congress is needed. 

I urge Congress to approve my October, 1975 proposal 
to create an Energy Independence Authority, a new gov- 
ernment corporation to assist private sector financing of 
new energy facilities. 

This legislation will help assure that capital is available 
for the massive investment that must be made over the 
next few years in energy facilities, but will not be forth- 
coming otherwise. The legislation also provides for expe- 
diting the regulatory process at the Federal level for crit- 
ical energy projects. 

I also urge Congressional action on legislation needed 
to authorize loan guarantees to aid in the construction of 
commercial facilities to produce synthetic fuels so that they 
may make a significant contribution by 1985. 

Commercial facilities eligible for funding under this 
program include those for synthetic gas, coal liquefaction 
and oil shale, which are not now economically competi- 
tive. Management of this program would initially reside 
with the Energy Research and Development Administra- 
tion but would be transferred to the proposed Energy 
Independence Authority. 

My proposed energy facilities siting legislation and 
utility rate reform legislation, as well as the Electric Utili- 
ties Construction Incentives Act complete the legislation 
which would provide the incentives, assistance and new 
procedures needed to assure that facilities are available to 
provide additional domestic energy supplies. 


Energy Development Impact Assistance 


Some areas of the country will experience rapid growth 
and change because of the development of Federally- 
owned energy resources. We must provide special help to 
heavily impacted areas where this development will occur. 

I urge the Congress to act quickly on my proposed new, 
comprehensive, Federal Energy Impact Assistance Act 
which was submitted to the Congress on February 4, 1976. 

This legislation would establish a $1 billion program of 
financial assistance to areas affected by new Federal en- 
ergy resource development over the next 15 years. It 
would provide loans, loan guarantees and planning grants 
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for energy-related public facilities. Funds would be repaid 
from future energy development. Repayment of loans 
could be forgiven if development did not occur as 
expected. ; 

This legislation is the only approach which assures that 
communities that need assistance will get it where it is 
needed, whei it is needed. 


Energy Conservation 


The Nation has made major progress in reducing en- 
ergy consumption in the last two years but greatly 
increased savings can yet be realized in all sectors. 

I have directed that the Executive Branch continue a 
strong energy management program. This progra:n has 
already reduced energy consumption by 24 percent in 
the past two years, saving the equivalent of over 250,000 
barrels of oil per day. 

We are moving to implement the conservation author- 
ities of the new Energy Policy and Conservation Act, 
including those calling for State energy conservation pro- 
grams, and labeling of appliances to provide consumers 
with energy efficiency information. 

I have asked for a 63 percent increase in funding for 
energy conservation research and development in my 1977 
budget. 

If the Congress will provide needed legislation, we will 
make more progress. I urge the Congress to pass legisla- 
tion to provide for thermal efficiency standards for new 
buildings, to enact my proposed $55 million weatheriza- 
tion assistance program for low-income and elderly per- 
sons, and to provide a 15 percent tax credit for energy 
conservation improvements in existing residential build- 
ings. Together, these conservation proposals can save 
450,000 barrels of oil per day by 1985. 


International Energy Activities 


We have also made significant progress in establishing 
an international energy policy. The U.S. and other major 
oil consuming nations have established a comprehensive 
long-term energy program through the International En- 
ergy Agency (IEA), committing ourselves to continuing 
cooperation to reduce dependence on imported oil. By 
reducing demand for imported oil, consuming nations 
can, over time, regain their influence over oil prices and 
end vulnerability to abrupt supply cut-offs and unilateral 
price increases. 

The International Energy Agency has established a 
framework for cooperative efforts to accelerate the de- 
velopment of alternative energy sources. The Department 
of State, in cooperation with FEA, ERDA, and other 
Federal agencies, will continue to work closely with the 
IEA. 

While domestic energy independence is an essential 
and attainable goal, we must recognize that this is an 
interdependent world. There is a link between economic 
growth and the availability of energy at reasonable prices. 


The U.S. will need some energy imports in the years 
ahead. Many of the other consuming nations will not be 
energy independent. Therefore, we must continue to 
search for solutions to the problems of both the world’s 
energy producers and consumers. 

The U.S. delegation to the new Energy Commission 
will pursue these solutions, including the U.S. proposal to 
create an International Energy Institute. This Institute 
will mobilize the technical and financial resources of the 
industrialized and oil producing countries to assist de- 
veloping countries in meeting their energy problems. 


1985 and Beyond 


As our easily recoverable domestic fuel reserves are de- 
pleted, the need for advancing the technologies of nu- 
clear energy, synthetic fuels, solar energy, and geothermal 
energy will become paramount to sustaining our energy 
achievements beyond 1985. I have therefore proposed an 
increase in the Federal budget for energy research and 
development from $2.2 billion in 1976 to $2.9 billion in 
the proposed 1977 budget. This 30 percent increase rep- 
resents a major expansion of activities directed at ac- 
celerating programs for achieving long-term energy 
independence. 

These funds are slated for increased work on nuclear 
fusion and fission power development, particularly for 
demonstrating the commercial viability of breeder reac- 
tors; new technology development for coal mining and 
coal use; enhanced recovery of oil from current reserves; 
advanced power conversion systems; solar and geothermal 
energy development; and conservation research and 
development. 

It is only through greater research and development 
efforts today that we will be in a position beyond 1985 
to supply a significant share of the free world’s energy 
needs and technology. 


Summary 


I envision an energy future for the United States free 
of the threat of embargoes and arbitrary price increases 
by foreign governments. I see a world in which all na- 
tions strengthen their cooperative efforts to solve critical 
energy problems. I envision a major expansion in the 
production and use of coal, aggressive exploration for 
domestic oil and gas, a strong commitment to nuclear 
power, significant technological breakthroughs in harness- 
ing the unlimited potential of solar energy and fusion 
power, and a strengthened conservation ethic in our use 
of energy. 

I am convinced that the United States has the ability 
to achieve energy independence. 

I urge the Congress to provide the needed legislative 
authority without further delay. 

Gera_p R. Forp 
The White House, 
February 26, 1976. 
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Generalized System of Preferences 
for Developing Countries 


The President’s Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
to the President of the Senate Announcing His Intention 
To Withdraw Laos as a Beneficiary Country. 
February 26, 1976 


February 26, 1976 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President: ) 

In accordance with the requirements of section 502 (a) 
(2) of the Trade Act of 1974, I herewith notify the House 
of Representatives/Senate of my intention to withdraw 
the designation of Laos as a beneficiary developing coun- 
try for purposes of the Generalized System of Preferences 
by amending Executive Order No. 11888 of Novem- 
ber 24, 1975. 

The considerations which entered into my decision 
were based upon the provisions of section 504(b) and 
502(b) (1) of the Trade Act. Section 504(b) of that Act 
states: 


“The President shall, after complying with the 
requirements of section 502(a)(2), withdraw or 
suspend the designation of any country as a bene- 
ficiary developing country if, after such designation, 
he determines that as the result of changed circum- 
stances such country would be barred from designa- 
tion as a beneficiary developing country under sec- 


tion 502(b). .. .” 
Section 502(b) (1) states that: 


“ec 


. . the President shall not designate any country 
a beneficiary developing country under this section— 
if such country is a Communist country, unless (A) 
the products of such country receive nondiscrimi- 
natory trectment, (B) such country is a contracting 
party to the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade and a member of the International Monetary 
Fund, and (C) such country is not dominated or 
controlled by international communism. . . .” 

As a result of changed circumstances, Laos would be 
barred from designation as a beneficiary developing coun- 
try under section 502(b) (1), quoted above. 

A diplomatic note is being prepared for delivery to the 
Government of Laos on or about the same date as that of 
the delivery of this letter, notifying that Government of 
my intention to terminate the country’s beneficiary status, 
together with the considerations entering into my deci- 
sion, as required by section 502(a)(2) of the Trade Act. 
Sincerely, 

GERALD R. Forp 


NOTE: This is the text of identical letters addressed to the Honorable 
Carl Albert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and to the 
Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller, President of the Senate. 
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Generalized System of Preferences 
for Developing Countries 


Executive Order 11906. February 26, 1976 


AMENDING THE GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu- 
tion and statutes of the United States of America, includ- 
ing Title V and Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974 (88 
Stat. 2066, 19 U.S.C. 2461 et seq.; 88 Stat. 2073, 19 
U.S.C. 2483), and as President of the United States of 
America, in order to modify, as provided by Section 504 
(c) of the Trade Act of 1974 (88 Stat. 2070, 19 U.S.C. 
2464(c)), the limitations on preferential treatment for 
eligible articles from countries designated as beneficiary 
developing countries and adjust the original designation 
of eligible articles, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. General Headnote 3(c) (iii) of the Tariff 
Schedules of the United States (as added by Section 9 of 
Executive Order No. 11888 of November 24, 1975) is 
amended by substituting therefor the General Headnote 
3(c) (iii) set forth in Annex I, attached hereto and made 
a part hereof. 

Sec. 2. Annex II of Executive Order No. 11888 of 
November 24, 1975, made a part thereof by Section 5 of 
that Order, is amended as provided in Annex II, attached 
hereto and made a part hereof. 

Sec. 3. Annex III of Executive Order No. 11888 of 
November 24, 1975, made a part thereof by Section 5 of 
that Order, is amended by substituting therefor the new 
Annex III, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

Sec. 4. Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 10 
and 12 of Executive Order No. 11888, the provisions of 
this Order shall be effective with respect to articles that 
are entered for consumption, or withdrawn from ware- 
house for consumption, on or after February 29, 1976. 


GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
February 26, 1976. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 1:46 p.m. 
February 26, 1976] 


NoTE: Annexes I, II, and III attached to and made a part of the 
Executive order are printed in the Federal Register of February 27, 
1976. 


Republican National Committee 


The President’s Remarks at a White House Reception 
for Committee Members. February 26, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Mary Louise. It is won- 
derful to see nothing but good Republicans in the White 
House. [Laughter] ’ 

Betty and I are very grateful that you all came, and 
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we are most anxious that you relax and enjoy yourselves. 
We welcome you to this really wonderful place. Unfor- 
tunately, Betty is traveling. She likes to travel, and she 
just happened to pick a place at random called Florida 
for a few days. [Laughter] But she asked me to express 
to all of you her very warm welcome. 

Let me take just a minute or two before we all go into 
the East Room for a reception, a few refreshments. There 
are three things that I think are vitally important that 
we all have to look at. 

Number one, what are we doing to convince a sub- 
stantial majority of 215 million Americans that they 
ought to vote for a Republican candidate and a Republi- 
can policy? I think we have a policy that we are working 
on, both at home and abroad, to convince a majority of 
the American people that they ought to vote for our 
policies and our candidate. 

Number two, I think our policies ought to reflect what 
will make you enthusiastic to go out and support them in 
every State of the Union, and I think what we are trying 
to do, both at home and abroad, should give you that 
kind of enthusiasm. 

Number three, the things we are seeking to do here in 
the White House ought to help you recruit the best can- 
didates at the local and at the State level, the kind of 
candidates that will be proud to support us. And we will 
be proud to support them, because the party must have 
a broad elected basis of people at the local and the State, 
as well as the Federal level. 

Now, let me take just a minute or two to tell you what 
we are doing. You are familiar with the circumstances 
better than a year ago. This country was facing some very 
difficult problems—inflation much too high, 12 to 14 
percent; unemployment about to burgeon; employment 
about to go down. 


But if we look at what has transpired in the last 12 
months, we can be very optimistic that we have overcome 
the worst ravages of the worst recession since the Great 
Depression of the 1930’s. We have cut inflation in half; 
employment is going up; unemployment is going down; 
capital goods expenditures are going up; real personal 
earnings are increasing. There isn’t a single indicator that 
isn’t improving. The trends are all good. 

And let me assure you we are going to continue to get 
good economic news, and the American people believe, 
I think, that a government that does this, not through 
quick fixes but through solid policies, those are the policies 
that are in the best interest of the United States. 

Now, it is absolutely essential that if we are to enjoy 
the fruits and the benefits of a good economy, that we 
have to be strong enough to take care of the best interests 
of the United States. We have to be strong enough to 
deter aggression, to preserve the peace, and to protect our 
national interests. 


The facts are that in the last 2 years, I have submitted 
to the Congress and to the American people the two 
largest defense budget requests in the history of the United 
States in peacetime. Those requested appropriations for 
the best military personnel, the strongest weapons, the 
best planning by the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines, 
will give us the capability to deter war and to preserve our 
national security. 

This kind of a program should reassure our allies on a 
worldwide basis, and this kind of a program should invite 
cooperation from any party that we negotiate with. Let 
me assure you that this Administration will stand tall and 
strong in seeking peace through strength. 

Let me close with just this final comment: In the State 
of the Union Message, in the budget message and in the 
economic report, we laid out some basic criteria, what we 
are trying to do. We are seeking to get an appropriate 
balance in the following areas: 

We want a balance between those who pay the taxes 
and those who are the beneficiaries. We want a proper 
balance between the Federal Government and State and 
local units of government. We want a proper balance in 
the distribution of the necessary funding for the security 
of the country and for our necessary domestic programs. 
We want a proper balance for the freedom of 215 million 
Americans as they face the problems of government— 
freedom, peace, strength. They are all in our program, 
both at home and abroad. 

With that kind of a program, we will be able to con- 
vince a majority of Americans on November 2 that our 
policies ought to continue. We will be able to get all of 
you enthusiastic as you go out and sell what has been done. 
And number three, we will recruit candidates; we will 
elect candidates, so they can help us in the years ahead. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 6:25 p.m. in the State Dining Room 
at the White House. 


Council on Environmental Quality 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President and 
Russell W. Peterson on the Presentation of the 
Council’s Annual Report. February 27, 1976 


Tue Present. Let me say to you, Mr. Chairman, and 
to your colleagues on the Council on Environmental 
Quality, that I appreciate very much the fine job that has 
been done. And I am looking forward to an opportunity 
to read this and, hopefully, we can implement a good 
many of the recommendations, a good many of the sug- 
gestions that are included in here. And I thank you not 
only for the good job you have done, but also the record 
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that I think we have achieved in the last 5 years in trying 
to get real and very substantial progress in meeting the 
challenge of our deteriorating environment. 

We have made a lot of progress. We have a long way to 
go, but I think we can improve it; we can balance it ap- 
propriately with our needs for energy and our needs for 
the other requirements for a better America. 

I thank you very much. 

Mr. Peterson. Thank you. 

I think that it shows here that we are making good 
headway in cleaning up the air and the water. We have a 
way to go, as you know, but I think we are underway to 
reach the goals we have set out to reach. And your letter 
in here, I think, well illustrates the kind of philosophy we 
need to reach the goal. 

Tue Present. Well, keep the pressure on, and we 
will make that kind of progress as we move ahead. 

Mr. Peterson. Good. 

THe Presment. Thank you very much, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Peterson. Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:04 p.m. in the Oval Office at the 
White House. 


Council on Environmental Quality 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Sixth Annual Report of the Council. 
February 27, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 


It is a measure of our progress as a Nation that today, 
in the 200th year of American Independence, we are in 
the midst of a dynamic movement to restore, protect and 
preserve our environment and, at the same time, make the 
most effective use of our natural resources—with the ob- 
jective of providing a better life for ourselves and for our 
children and grandchildren. 


This society has come a long way since the time when 
the daily struggle with climate and wilderness dominated 
our ancestors lives, challenged their spirit and energies, 
and shaped attitudes that served so well to forge a new 
Nation. We have learned that our past progress was often 
achieved without adequate regard for the longer term con- 
sequences to our air, water and land. Some have con- 
cluded from our past experiences that certain national 
objectives—such as a strong economy, an adequate sup- 
ply of energy, and an improved environment—are in con- 
flict and we must choose among them. Others are con- 
cluding—and I share their view—that we can make good 
progress toward all these objectives if our goals are real- 
istic, our resolve is firm, and our steps are deliberate. 
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The Sixth Annual Report of the Council on Environ- 
mental Quality which I am forwarding to the Congress 
surveys our environmental accomplishments and indicates 
that we have made much progress indeed. 

The Council’s summary of environmental conditions 
and trends describes the encouraging results of our efforts 
to clean up the air and water. We are beginning to bring 
our most chronic sources .* water pollution under control, 
and we are improving the quality of some of our most 
heavily polluted waterways. We have improved air quality 
significantly in the United States during the past five years. 

The progress we have made so far is in large measure 
a reflection of the investment the Nation has made in 
cleaning up the environment. In 1975 government and 
industry spent more than $15 billion in capital and op- 
erating expenditures to meet the requirements of Federal 
pollution control legislation. The Federal Government 
alone has increased its pollution control outlays from $751 
million in 1970 to an estimated $4.5 billion in the current 
fiscal year. Over the next ten years the Nation will spend 
more than $22 billion per year to meet Federal pollution 
control requirements. 

We can be proud of the progress we have made in im- 
proving the Nation’s environmental quality. Yet, we must 
meet additional challenges over the next few years. We 
must improve our understanding of the effects of pollut- 
ants and of the means and costs of reducing pollution. As 
we develop new energy sources and technologies we must 
assure that they meet environmental standards. We also 
must continue the job of cleaning up pollution from exist- 
ing sources. 

The Council has reviewed the environmental condi- 
tions of our coastal zone and on Federal public lands and 
describes the diverse purposes they serve and the variety 
of ways in which our people can use and enjoy them. Be- 
cause of the competing demands upon these areas, we 
will face a continuing challenge in assuring their best uses 
and in providing protection of their environmental values. 

International activities over the past year have provided 
a helpful perspective for understanding the global scope 
of many environmental issues. Our community of nations 
is beginning to come to grips with this reality and, through 
the United Nations Earthwatch Program, is making a 
major attempt to monitor environmental conditions and 
trends throughout the world. 

Our experience and our growing knowledge about the 
scientific, technical and economic aspects of environmen- 
tal effects and controls has given us a basis for considering 
“mid-course corrections” in existing environmental laws. 
The attention now being given in the Congress and the 
Administration to a review of the requirements of the 
Clean Air Act and the Water Pollution Control Act are 
important examples of this new level of awareness. 

In these and other efforts, we must set our goals care- 
fully, pursue them vigorously, and maintain the balance 
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among our national objectives. This is essential if we are 
to enjoy the continued public support for our environmen- 
tal objectives that is necessary to future progress. 

We have made an excellent start. I am confident we 
shall continue in this vital area. 

GeraLp R. Forp 

The White House, 

February 27, 1976. 
NOTE: The message is printed in the report entitled “Environmental 


Quality: The Sixth Annual Report of the Council on Environmental 
Quality—December 1975” (Government Printing Office, 763 pp.). 


Department of State 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Frederick Irving To Be Assistant Secretary for 
Oceans and International Environmental and 
Scientific Affairs. February 27, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nemi- 
nate Frederick Irving, of Providence, R.I., to be an As- 
sistant Secretary of State for Oceans and International 
Environmental and Scientific Affairs. He will succeed 
Dixy Lee Ray, who resigned effective June 20, 1975. Mr. 
Irving has been Ambassador to Iceland since September 
1972. 

Born on May 2, 1921, in Providence, R.I., Mr. Irving 
received his B.A. degree from Brown University in 1943. 
He served in the United States Air Force from 1943 to 
1945. He received his M.A. from Fletcher School of Law 
and Diplomacy in 1946. He attended the National War 
College during 1959-60. 

Mr. Irving became an economist in the International 
Division of the Bureau of the Budget in 1946. He joined 
the Department of State in 1951, where he served as 
Chief of the Western European Post Management Sec- 
tion in the Bureau of European Affairs. In 1952, he 
entered the Foreign Service and served as Deputy Direc- 
tor of Administration at the Embassy in Vienna. He held 
other overseas assignments as Chief of the Economic and 
Commercial Section in Wellington (1960-62) and 
Deputy Chief of Mission in Vienna during 1967-68. 

After returning to the Department of State, Mr. Irving 
held several positions including Deputy Executive Direc- 
tor for European Affairs; Director of the Office of the 
Budget; Special Assistant to the Under Secretary for Eco- 
nomic Affairs; Executive Director of the Bureau of Edu- 
cational and Cultural Affairs; Executive Director of the 
Bureau of European Affairs; and Deputy Assistant Sec- 
retary for Operations. 

Mr. Irving is married to the former Dorothy Jean 
Petrie of Williamstown, Mass. They have three children. 


Department of the Interior 


Announcement of Intention To Neminate 
William L. Fisher To Be Assistant Secretary for Energy 
and Minerals. February 27, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate William L. Fisher, of Austin, Tex., to be Assistant 
Secretary of Interior. His area of responsibility will be 
Energy and Mineral Resources. He will succeed Jack 
Carlson, who resigned effective January 15, 1976. Mr. 
Fisher has been Deputy Assistant Secretary of Interior for 
Energy and Mineral Resources since April 1975. 

Mr. Fisher was born on September 16, 1932, in Mar- 
ion, Ill. He received his B.A. degree from Southern IIli- 
nois University in 1954. He attended the University of 
Kansas and received his M.S. in 1958 and his Ph. D. in 
1961. 

In 1964, Mr. Fisher became professor of Geological 
Sciences at the University of Texas at Austin, teaching 
geologic aspects of energy and mineral exploration. From 
1970 to 1975, he was State geologist of Texas and direc- 
tor of the Bureau of Economic Geology for the Texas 
State Geological Survey. 

Mr. Fisher is married and has three children. They 
reside in Reston, Va. 


Federal Election Commission 


The President’s Remarks Urging Congressional Action 
on Reconstituting the Commission. February 27, 1976 


One year ago, the Federal Election Commission was 
set up because voters across the country wanted a strong 
watchdog to ensure that we have clean and honest elec- 
tions. 

Now, as a result of a Supreme Court decision and a de- 
lay in Congressional action, the essential powers of that 
Commission are in jeopardy. Unless Congress acts within 
the 20-day extension just granted by the Supreme Court, 
the Commission will no longer be able to enforce the 
campaign laws, advise candidates on what those laws 
mean, or certify candidates for Federal matching funds. 

In short, the watchdog will have lost its teeth. We must 
not retreat from our commitment to clean elections. 

When the Supreme Court acted on this matter, it made 
it clear that the Congress could remedy this problem by 
simply reconstituting the Commission. I supported the 
Court’s view and asked that the Congress act swiftly to 
extend the life of the Commission. 

Instead, various interests, both political and otherwise, 
both in and out of Congress, have chosen this moment to 
advance a wide range of hastily considered changes in the 
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campaign laws. Most of the bills now being considered in 
the Congress would introduce great uncertainty in the 
campaign process. 

With the 1976 elections only 9 months away, I do not 
believe this is the proper time to begin tampering with 
the campaign reform laws, and I will veto any bill that 
will create confusion and will invite further delay and 
litigation. 

Certainly, no one is fully satisfied with the campaign 
laws now on the statute books. When the current political 
season is behind us, I ask the Congress to work with me in 
conducting a very thorough review and revision of those 
laws. But right now, the most pressing task is to reestablish 
the Federal Election Commission as quickly as possible. 

I urge the Congress to put aside its debates and enact 
the bill that I have sent to the Congress to provide for an 
immediate and simple extension of the Commission. We 
must get on with the job of ensuring that the political 
process in 1976 will be just as fair, just as honest as we can 
make it. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:23 p.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 


February 21 


Officials of the Reserve Officers Association met with 
the President at the White House. 


February 23 

Ambassador Robert Anderson met with the President 
prior to assuming his post as U.S. Ambassador to the 
Kingdom of Morocco. 

The President held separate meetings with Daniel J. 
Evans, Governor of Washington, and James B. Longley, 
Governor of Maine, to discuss problems involving Fed- 
eral-State relationships. 


February 24 


Frangois-Xavier Ortoli, President of the Commission of 
the European Communities, met with the President at the 
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White House to discuss matters of common interest to the 
United States and the European Communities. 

In ceremonies in the Oval Office, the President received 
diplomatic credentials from Ambassadors Otto Rose 
Borch of the Kingdom of Denmark, Raymond Probst of 
Switzerland, and Fumihiko Togo of Japan. 

The President announced the appointment of three 
members of the Board of Governors of the American Na- 
tional Red Cross for a term of 3 years. They are 
David Mathews, Secretary of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, Donald Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense, and 
Edwin H. Yeo III, Under Secretary of the Treasury for 
Monetary Affairs. 

The President announced his intention to nominate 
Alvin W. Bumann, of New Salem, N.D., to be United 
States Marshal for the District of North Dakota for a 
term of 4 years. 

The President has accepted the following resignations: 


Epwarp §, LitTie as U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Chad, ef- 
fective on a date to be determined, and 

LEonaRD SuLLIVvAN, Jr., as an Assistant Secretary of Defense, ef- 
fective March 13, 1976. 


The President announced the appointment of Philip 
Cohen, of Camarillo, Calif., as a member of the Com- 
mission on the Review of the National Policy Toward 
Gambling. 

Ambassador Willard A. DePree met with the President 
prior to assuming his post as U.S. Ambassador to 
Mozambique. 

February 25 

The President met at the White House with Clare 
Booth Luce, who is a member of the President’s Foreign 
Intelligence Advisory Board. 

The President met with officers of the National League 
of Cities to discuss general revenue sharing legislation. 
February 26 

The National Easter Seal Child, Kerry Hines, of Water- 
ford, Mich., was greeted by the President at the White 
House. 

February 27 
The President has accepted the following resignations: 


GrirFin B. BELL as a United States Judge for the Fifth Circuit, effec- 
tive March 1, 1976, and 

Orvitte H. Lercnu as alternate Federal Cochairman of the Ap- 
palachian Regional Commission, effective February 20, 1976. 


The President has accepted the disability retirement of 
M. Oliver Koelsch as a United States Circuit Judge for 
the Ninth Circuit, effective January 31, 1976. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 

The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted February 23, 1976 

JamMEs L. Younc, of Washington, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development, vice H. R. Crawford, resigned. 

CALVIN JOSEPH COLLIER, Of Virginia, to be a 
Federal Trade Commissioner for the term 
of 7 years from September 26, 1975, vice 
Mayo J. Thompson. 

Marquira M. Mayrac, of California, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of America 
to the Kingdom of Nepal. 

Robert Stravsz-Hupé, of Pennsylvania, to be 
the United States Permanent Representa- 
tive on the Council of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, with the rank and 
status of Ambassador Extraordinary and 


Plenipotentiary. 


Submitted February 24, 1976 

Atvin W. Bumann, of North Dakota, to be 
United States Marshal for the District of 
North Dakota for the term of 4 years, vice 
Walter J. Link, resigned. 

Kay Balter, of Texas, to be a member of the 
National Transportation Safety Board for 
the term expiring December 31, 1979,, 
vice Isabel A. Burgess, term expired. 


Withdrawn February 24, 1976 

IsaBEL A. BurcEss, of Arizona, to be a mem- 
ber of the National Transportation Safety 
Board for the term expiring December 31, 
1979, which was sent to the Senate on Sep- 
tember 4, 1975. 


Submitted February 25, 1976 

WitLiaM W. Scranton, of Pennsylvania, to be 
the Representative of the United States of 
America to the United Nations with the 
rank and status of Ambassador Extraordi- 
nary and Plenipotentiary, and the Repre- 
sentative of the United States of America 
in the Security Council of the United 
Nations. 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE—Continued 


Submitted February 26, 1976 


Rosert L. Hirscu, of Maryland, to be an 
Assistant Administrator of Energy Re- 
search and Development, vice John M. 
Teem, resigned. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved February 27, 1976 

EEE Public Law 94-220 
Joint resolution to amend the effective date 
of certain provisions of the Defense Pro- 
duction Act Amendments of 1975. 

WR, Citas scenacconnes Public Law 94-217 
An act to amend section 40 of the Bank- 
ruptcy Act to fix the salaries of referees in 
bankruptcy. 

TER: Qcndccnsenco= Public Law 94-218 
An act to make the film “Wilma Rudolph 
Olympic Champion”, which was produced 
by the United States Information Agency, 
available for certain limited use within 
the United States in conjunction with pro- 
motion of the 1976 Olympic Games. 

Se ee ae Public Law 94-219 
An act to amend the Act of October 19, 
1965, to provide additional authorization 
for the Library of Congress James Madison 
Memorial Building. 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released February 23, 1976 

Advance text: remarks to the opening ses- 
sion of the winter meeting of the National 
Governors’ Conference 

Fact sheet: on the proposed Financial As- 
sistance for Community Services Act 


Released February 24, 1976 

Fact sheet: on the Legacy of Parks program 
and a list and description of additional 
properties being transferred 


Released February 25, 1976 

News conference: on the President’s meeting 
with members of the executive committee 
of the National League of Cities—by Hans 
Tanzler, president, and Tom Bradley, for- 
mer president, National League of Cities 

News conference: on the proposed Financial 
Assistance for Health Care Act—by David 
Mathews, Secretary, and William A. Mor- 
rill, Assistant Secretary for Planning and 
Evaluation, Department of Health, Edu- 
cation, and Welfare 

Fact sheets: on the proposed Financial As- 
sistance for Health Care Act (two releases) 


Released February 26, 1976 


News conference: on the President’s energy 
message to the Congress—by Frank G. 
Zarb, Administrator, and Eric R. Zausner, 
Deputy Administrator, Federal Energy 
Administration 

Fact sheets: on the President’s energy mes- 
sage to the Congress (two releases) 


Released February 27, 1976 

News conference: following the endorsement 
of the President for the Republican nomi- 
nation by the former Republican national 
chairmen at their breakfast meeting with 
the President—by William Miller, former 
chairman of the Republican National 
Committee 


Statement by the President: on Congres- 
sional inaction on reconstituting the Fed- 
eral Election Commission (as read in the 
Briefing Room at the White House for 
later broadcast) 
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